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 Message From the Radio Shack 

Hello, from the Radio Shack! 

This is your LAST CHANCE to sign up and attend the reunion. We only have registration by mail.  Do it 
now. If you come on site and try to register, it will cost you a lot more. We extended our mail in dates for 
registration to Sept 1st allowing for the later mail in forms. As I have said previously, on-site registration 
is costly, so SIGN UP NOW. Our staff wants to enjoy their time also at the reunion, and there are only 
two short times that you can register on site. ON SITE REGISTRATION IS CASH, ORCHECK!  NO 
CREDIT CARDS! The last chance sign-up form is in this edition of River Currents. You will notice that 
we have an early agenda for the reunion in this River Currents.  One of the HUGE additions to the agenda 
is a Saturday night FREE BUFFET DINNER. This will be a Banquet of Heroes where we will also 
announce the agreement that we have to provide all MRFA members with a Quilt of Valor personalized 
Quilt. The details of this will be rolled out at the banquet dinner. Following the dinner there will be DJ 
music and dancing for those of you with light feet!!!!!! Not me!!!The Mobile Riverine Museum is OPEN 
at the Russell Road Military Museum, right on the Illinois/Wisconsin border on I-94. Take the Russell 
Road Exit. You will enjoy their nice MRF exhibit there along with a huge military display of helicopters, 
aircraft, boats (PBR) and more 

We are grateful to the Johnson Family Fund for their very generous donation to our MRF documentary 
and our reunion. The Arballos are feverously working towards completion. 

That is all!  See you at the reunion! 

Harry….Out!  

Harry Hahn, President.  

 SparksRivRon13@aol.com  
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This message 
is full of good 
news, so let me 
share it with 
you.

Through a 
very generous 
benefactor, I 
am pleased 

to announce that our reunion in 
St. Louis for 2025 will be free to 
members and their spouse/girlfriend 
(first guest). The hotel lodging 
and incidentals are on you, but we 
are covering the reunion fee for 
members. This will include our 
“Banquet of Heros” on the Saturday 
night of our reunion and finger food 
receptions like the last reunion. 
We received such great reviews of 
the last reunion that we decided to 
repeat the format, which includes 
the fabulous banquet. The form for 
signing up for the reunion is attached 
to this newsletter and available in a 
fillable form online, on the MRFA 
website. The caveat for getting your 
free attendance is that you must sign 
up by April 1, 2025, to get your free 
attendance. This allows us to better 
plan and organize the event. So, sign 
up soon and make your arrangements 
with the hotel for your stay. Again, 
free to members and their spouse/
significant other. 

Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com 

   
MRFA REUNION, ST. LOUIS, MO. SHERATON Chalet -2025! 

September 18th through 21st!  
Start making reservations, under Mobile Riverine Force Association - MRFA  on Oct. 1, 

2024.   

The Mobile Riverine Force Association is pleased to announce our 2025 reunion, again at St. 
Louis Westport, Sheraton Chalet on September 18-21. We had such a wonderful reunion there in 
2023 that we are repeating the same format, with one HUGE exception, the attendance fee is free 
for all MRFA members and their wife or significant other. Yes, due to a donation by a benefactor, 
we are able to wave the reunion fee. This includes the Saturday night buffet dinner, “Banquet of 
Heroes”. Normally there is a $75 reunion fee, and this did not include a buffet. Please pay close 
attention to the registration form as it does have a caveat. You must sign up by April 1, 2025 to 
get the free attendance fee.  

You can start making your reservations now for your room at the Sheraton Chalet Westport. The 
number to call is 888-627-7066. Make sure you tell them it’s the Mobile Riverine Force 
Association group rate. Our room rate is $144 and this includes a buffet breakfast Thursday 
through Sunday mornings. There is a link to the hotel website on our www.MRFA.org webpage. 
The fillable form for the reunion is also on our site, or you can use the form attached to this 
newsletter. Please only use the ADA transportation form if you physically require wheelchair or 
ADA type transportation. More information on activities will be following this year as we 
prepare for the reunion. 

 
(Joyce, please insert membership expiration date square, Facebook ad, and “send your questions, 
comments, or stories for River Currents to the editor at terry.s8er@yahoo.com) 
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only go to seed about every 4 to 7 years. As kids, 
we would go out and pick them with our parents 
and grandparents. I was craving them and I told 
one of my sisters in one of my letters, so a few 
weeks later, I got them in a care package.”

Several guys mentioned getting “Playboy” 
magazines. I received one myself from my girl-
friend, Judi. Before she sent it, she and my sister, 
Judy, went through it and put swim suits on every 
single picture (even cartoons), with a Magic 
Marker. All the guys on our boat were mad at ME!

Gene Richardson said he received a Play-
boy from his mother. “My wonderful Methodist 
mother. What a shock. It was so out of charac-
ter on her part, but very welcome by my whole 
platoon.”

Gary Grahn got a BOX of Playboys from an old 
high school buddy.

Jerry Hammel’s grandpa had drug stores. Jerry 
scored a package of condoms and Playboys.

Billy Two Feathers snagged one of the more 
“unusual” care packages. His brother’s “hippie 
girlfriend” sent him some “special ingredient” 
brownies, for his 19th birthday. “Even the first 
shirt liked them. He had two!” The “special in-
gredient” was easily available in Vietnam, but 
you know what they say about how “the grass is 
always greener,” or something…..

Some of the packages were a little more “edgy.” 
Daniel Seidenberg received a Marine combat 
knife. Craig R. Smolinski got a Case pocket knife 
from his sister, which he still has.

Ken House was gifted a Colt 25 auto for his 
back pocket. Col. Monte G. Euler got a .38 caliber 
pistol.

Several guys received Jiffy Pop, popcorn, in-
cluding Carl J. Kramer, Jerry Smith, Walter Lee, 
and Mike Boylen, of B Company, 3/47. They all 
heated it up using C-4, with mixed results. Jerry 
Smith said they heated it with C-4 in a C ration 
can, but “It burned so hot, it just melted all the 
popcorn kernels.” The other guys apparently had 
better luck.

Harless W. White received “a green wool 
sweater.” John Patrick Descoteaux got an olive 
drab Air Force uniform, to replace his polyester 
greens. Frank Jones received many pairs of tire 
tread sandals and wide leather watch bands.

Cliff Mulder received the heartwarming gift of 
a small heater for the monsoon season.

Joe Rosner received mosquito repellent, which 
was ALWAYS in need in the Mekong Delta!

Dale C. Simpson’s family sent him a yellow, 
orange and green stuffed duck. One morning, 

Dale’s hootch took a 122 shell, leaving the hootch 
in shambles, but his duck survived, unscathed.

A third grade class in Seattle sent Ken Bago 
thirty letters.

There were touching, sweet stories of care 
packages. Pat Hartley’s wife sent him the igni-
tion key for a new car she bought. She didn’t let 
anyone else use the ash tray until Pat got home, 
almost a year later. John Turner’s girlfriend, who 
is now his wife of 49 years, wrote to him several 
times a week and sent him care packages three 
to four times a month. She usually sent banana 
nut bread and dozens of cookies. His buddies al-
ways circled around him at “mail call.”

Steve Hopper received fudge that his mother 
made for the family, for as long as he could re-
member. He and two of his brothers served in 
Vietnam, and she sent her fudge to all three of 
them. She renamed her recipe, “Overseas Fudge.” 
His family still calls it that, today. She would pack 
it in popcorn and it was still creamy and good 
when it arrived. They still make her fudge every 
year,at Christmas.

Mike McCann’s mom sent him crayons and col-
oring books to give to the Vietnamese children.

William Marlow got a package of toy 
cowboys and Indians to give away to the 
local kids, when they were on outpost 
duty, like guarding bridges or MedCaps. 
As he recalls, few of them made it to kids, 
because Tiger Scouts found them in his 
gear while they were on their way to the 
outpost and quickly had them out of the 
bags. The Tiger Scouts played with them 
on the deck of the Tango boat.

Bruce Peters got his wedding ring sent 
to him, buried in fudge. It wasn’t accom-
panied with a “Dear John” letter; quite 
the contrary. Bruce had been told that the guys 
shouldn’t wear rings, watches, or other jewel-
ry in the field, so Bruce left all of that at home. 
When he arrived in Vietnam and saw guys walk-
ing around “looking like Mr. T.” He wrote to her 
and told her to send it to him. “She ‘hid’ it in a 
coffee can full of fudge. What a mess when it ar-
rived! She did ensure the coffee can's contents 
for $100.00, what she had paid for the ring. We 
were within a day of putting in an insurance 
claim when it arrived, all beat up but after eat-
ing all the fudge, using my three middle fingers 
to scoop it out, there was the ring still wearing it 
50 years later.”

Huston Johnson got a package from someone 
that was simply meant for someone serving in 
Vietnam. He sent a letter back to let them know 
he received their package. From then on, and for 

every week, he got a box of cookies, a cake, or 
cupcakes.

Louis Dominguez’s mother would record 
“Laugh-In,” every week and send him the tape 
reel. Out in the mud, most of the time meant that 
it would sometimes be a while before he could 
find a portable tape machine to play it back.

Jack Miller’s sister sent him nylons to give to 
the nurses for special treatment when he was in 
the hospital. Jack says that it worked. “They loved 
them.”

Ken Hogan told us, “My mother sent me an 
American flag that our Congressman had flown 
over the Nation’s capital and the Illinois State 
House. It flew on two boats, in-country, and 
now on my houseboat, 50 years later. A gift from 
home, then and now, is a symbol of all of our 
Brother’s sacrifices.”

The underlying message of all of these care 
packages is that despite the fact that some, back 
in the states thought badly of those of us who 
served in Vietnam, we had loved ones, friends, 
and family that not only loved us, but showed 
it in their letters and packages. We need to re-

member them and forget the haters. If you have 
stories about the care packages you received, we 
would like to hear them! Please send to terry.
s8er@yahoo.com!   ★

BECAUSE THEY CARED 
Continued from previous page

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
magazine has reported that Retired 
US Air Force Master Sgt. James Tiley 
Williams died, December 19, 2018, 
in Corriganville, Maryland, at age 84. 
Williams may have been one of the 
country’s most recognized Vietnam 
War veterans. Sometimes known as 
“The Man at The Wall,” he posed for 
the artist Lee Teter as a businessman 
visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial. As “The VVA” veteran” magazine 
reported it, “The result was the iconic 

painting, Reflections, in which Wil-
liams is pictured deep in thought, his 
head bowed, and with one hand on 
The Wall.”

As a former businessman who has 
visited The Wall three times, this 
painting meant a great deal to me. 
I have print #2997 hanging in my 
“Man Cave.”

The magazine reports that Teter 
licensed the rights to “Reflections” to 
Chapter 172 of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America.  ★

Reflections artist has died

The Mobile Riverine Force 
and 9th Infantry Division 

Vietnam Page. After you send 
a request to join the group, 
Bob Pries will approve your 

request to join the group.

Your membership 
expiration date is 
printed on your 

River Currents just 
above your name 

and address.

Speaking of membership, the Life Membership, now offered for $40, is a great 
value, and almost every member is selecting that option when renewing their 
membership.

Secondly, the Quilts of Valor form that we have mailed out has netted great 
returns. So far over 260 of you have signed up for the quilt. We apologize for early 
miscommunication of requirements, but now this new form gives you the ability to 
apply for the quilt. A form is included with this mailing so you can sign up for one, 
if you have not already.

Last, but not the least, the Arballos are in post-production of the documentary, 
Mobile Riverine Force. They have targeted having this done by year end. Once we 
have a good date we will begin to organize premier rollouts for this film. They will 
explain further in their article in this newsletter. 

Thanks to all who work and support our great organization. Albert Moore 
continues to remind me that this is the oldest Vietnam Veteran organization. 
Several similar associations have come and gone, but his belief is that we are the 
oldest and longest standing organization. It is my belief that we will continue to be 
that strong organization as long as I can breathe!

Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com

Veterans Day 2024, Washington, D.C.

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division will be placing wreaths at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. on Veterans Day, Monday, November 11, 
2024. We will gather at the steps of the Lincoln Memorial at 8:30 A.M. on the 11th, 
and proceed to The Wall at 9:00 A.M.

We have blocked twenty (20) rooms at the Arlington Court Suites, a Clarion 
Collection Hotel, in Arlington, Virginia for November 8th – 11th (check out on 
11/12). Room rates are $139.00 (plus tax) for a Studio King (single) and $149.00 
(plus tax) for a Studio Queen (double) per night.

Come join us as we honor our fallen Brothers on Veterans Day 2024 and enjoy 
he camaraderie of your MRFA Brothers and their friends and families.  We look 
forward to seeing you in D.C.

For more information, you may contact:  Bob (Doc) Pries, Vice President, 
Phone: (513) 659-4974, 
Email: pries247@gmail.com

 

The Dripping Springs Rotary Club and the Dripping Springs High School Rotary Club will be part of our 
program, too.  The kids have learned how to sew and have had a big part in making 2 quilt tops with 
supervision by a couple ladies in our Kyle & Buda Freedom Quilters group.  There is even 1 boy who 
learned how to sew! 

Karen Herrmann 
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Contact the Editor
If you have questions, stories, or 
comments for “River Currents,” 

please e-mail Terry Sater, at terry.
s8er@yahoo.com  Not all stories 

can be published.  All must be 
family friendly. We want a good 

balance of Army and Navy stories, 
so please participate!

Please send Frank Jones any 
changes in address, phone number 
or e-mail addresses so that he can 

keep our database updated.

His address is: 
9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026

Frank’s e-mail address is 
mrfatango48@gmail.com

Contact Changes
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2025 MRFA & 9th Infantry Division Reunion 
Registration Form
9/18/25 TO 9/21/25

(PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY) 

 City State 
_____ 

 State 

Grand Total Enclosed

Yes   □    No

 -…-   - -    -…-    -     -   - -…-    - -    - -…-    - -    - -…-    - -    - -…-   -     --……--
Note: You will still have to pick up your name tag and lanyard at the check-in table. There will be no 
admission to hospitality rooms without your name tag and lanyard.  NO EXCEPTIONS! CHECK-IN 
WILL BE OPEN ON THURSDAY, SEPT. 18, 9AM TO 5PM AND FRIDAY, SEPT. 19, 9 AM TO 
1PM.
 Only activity on Sept. 21st is breakfast and checkout!
ONLY SEND THE FLIGHT FORM IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ADA 
TRANSPORTATION! Please fill out the 2025 MRFA Reunion Flight Form and send to Frank Jones

First reunion

Shuttle to Soldier’s Memorial, Gateway Arch, St. Louis Zoo and Old Town St. Charles on a first 
come, first serve basis. Shuttles will operate on Friday (10am to 4pm) and Saturday (1pm to 5pm)

Please send this form with your check or money order payable to the MRFA. Mail to MRFA 2025 
Reunion, C/O Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, MO 63026 before 9/1/2025

Full refund for cancellations will be made until 9/1/2025.  After this date NO REFUNDS will be 
made.  Returned checks will be charged a $25 processing fee.

$____________

$________
$  0, 75 or $100

Registration is for member and 1 guest  (Does not cover lodging, food or drinks)      

MRFA Member  Registration FFRREEEE        ttoo          mmeemmbbeerr            aa  nndd            
ssppoouussee//ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ootthheerr  iiff  rreeggiisstteerreedd            pprriioorr            ttoo        AApprriill                    11      ,,  22002255
AAfftteerr  AApprriill  11,,  22002255  $$7755  ffoorr  MMeemmbbeerr  --  NNoonnmmeemmbbeerr  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  $$110000
OONN  SSIITTEE//LLAATE-RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  FFOORR  MMEEMMBBEERRSS::  (($$112255))    NNOONN--MMEEMMBBEERRSS::  (($$115500))..  MMUUSSTT  PPAAYY  
WWIITTHH  AA  CCHHEECCKK!!!!  NNOO  CCAASSHH!!!!TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY  AANNDD  FFRRIIDDAAYY  11PPMM  TTOO  22PPMM..  PPLLEEAASSEE  SSIIGGNN  UUPP  AATT  
CCHHEECCKK--IINN  TTAABBLLEE..

Total number of other guest(s) _____ x $_______ea.  Guests under 12 are free   ee $__________ 

XS     S        M       L      XL    2XL

Name - Spouse/Significant Other
________________________________ ________________

Name - Additional Guests

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Send my registration form to me by e-mail

Woman's T- Shirt Size

Member's Polo Shirt Size
M   L       XL   2XL  3XL

 City 

____________________

____________________ 

____________________

______

______

______

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Unit in Vietnam (1 unit only) _______________________     Dates ________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________________ State ________   Zip __________________
Phone _________________________ E-Mail ____________________ ____

0

0
0

25
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Jeff and I hope that this update on the 
Mobile Riverine Force Documentary 
finds you and yours healthy, happy and 
enjoying the beautiful summer. 

We would like to thank you for standing 
beside us as we navigate through the 
final stages of post-production on 
this feature documentary, a story that 
is virtually unknown, yet is so very 
critically important to our American 
Military History and to a grateful Nation 
that honors your service and tremendous 
personal sacrifice. We continue to feel 
blessed and honored to be entrusted with 
your stories. 
 
We know that so many of you are 
excited and anxiously waiting for this 
film to be completed and of course, we 
are too. So, we would like to take this 
opportunity to update you as to where 
we are in post- production. 

Having completed all production, we 
are actively working towards “picture 
lock”, which means the film and story 
is complete and ready for film finishing 
with our post-House where they will lay 
in the narration, graphics, credits, etc. 
and put this film in the can, as they say. 
We’re not quite there yet. 

Currently, we are actively working on 
shortening the string out, layering film 
and photos to the story, selecting music 
as well as sound effects and drafting 
and laying in the rough-cut narration 
for our professional Narrator. There is 
a tremendous amount of work that goes 
into this stage of post-production, so we 
thank you for your continued support 
and patience as we go through this stage.

While we feel a sense of urgency in 
completing this film, our promise to 
you was that we would not compromise 
on quality and simply finish a film, but 
make a GREAT movie, which is what 
we intend to do. We have established 

a working Target Completion Date of 
Veterans Day of this year. 

As we get further down the road, we 
will begin to share pertinent information 
on our KPBS Television Debut as well 
as National Distribution. 

We are also actively looking to secure 
the final Corporate Sponsorship that 
will go directly towards the post-house 
expenses. If you have an interest in 
Corporate Sponsorship, please contact 
us right away at arballoentertainment@
gmail.com or at 760-809-4558 as we 
would be happy to discuss the current 

Documentary Update from Arballo Entertainment! 

need, advertising opportunity, etc. 

In closing, we simply want to thank 
you for your continued patience and 
understanding. We know how exciting 
the road ahead is, beyond this bend, 
once the film is finished and are so 
excited to share that with you. 

If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to reach out. We’d love to chat 
with you! 

Take care,
Jeff and Shannon Arballo

Ordering is as easy as 1-2-3.
1. Indicate your choice of item number (be sure to include size, if applicable),

with quantity, and total amount. Add amounts for grand total to enclose.
2. Make check or money order payable to: MRFA. The MRFA does not take credit cards.
3. Mail Gear Locker Order Form and check to MRFA, PO Box 271, Lake Villa, IL 60046.

Email Harry Hahn at SparksRivRon13@AOL.com for questions.

Name   ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shipping Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________________

Phone_______________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________

Qty Model Number Size Unit Price Amount

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

Subtotal $

Shipping
(If order subtotal is over $60, Shipping is FREE)

$ 8.00
Grand Total

$

ORDER FORM

   Products 
Chairman 

HARRY HAHN
President 

FREE 
SHIPPING

ON ORDERS OVER $60

UPDATED 02/21/2024
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www.mrfa.org

Unit Patches
UP001 MRF Mekong  
Delta (white anchor)

UP002 MRFA  
Vietnam

UP004 9th Inf Div  
(no words)

UP003 MRF Mekong  
Delta (yellow anchor)

UP007 RAF TF 117

UP005 9th Inf Div 
Vietnam

UP008 RAF One UP009 VCCC (blue) UP011 VCCC (silver)UP010 VCCC (brown)
UP012 Combat  
Boat Captain

UP013 Combat  
Boat Crewman

UP014 RivRon 9 UP015 RAD 91 UP017 RAD 111UP016 RAD 92 UP018 RAD 112 UP019 River Squadron 13 UP021 RAD 132UP020 RAD 131

These full color embroidered patches vary in size from  
2 to 3” in diameter. Long lasting brilliant detail make  

these items a must have for every collection.
$7.00

UP023 RAD 152UP022 RivRon XV UP024 Riv Div 153 UP025 MRF 3/47 UP027 39th Inf UP028 47th InfUP026 3rd/60th Inf

UP029 USS Benewah APB-35 UP030 USS Colleton APB-36 UP031 USS Mercer APB-39 UP032 USS Nueces APB-40 UP033 USS Benewah Logo

UP035 River RaidersUP034 USS  
Mercer Logo

UP036 River 
Rat

UP039 Brown 
Water Navy

UP041 MRF Vietnam 
Veteran

UP042 RAS 13

Jumbo Patches
EXAMPLES:

JP001a MRF
Vietnam

JP002 MRFA 
Vietnam

JP002a MRF
Vietnam

JP003 MRF Mekong Delta JP004 9th Inf Div
Vietnam

JP005 9th Inf Div 
Vietnam Veteran

Enormous 9” diameter patches, a must have for your favorite jacket or shirt! 
Full color embroidery is bright and brilliant.SPECIAL SALE: $8.00

JP001 MRFA

FREE 
SHIPPING
ON ORDERS OVER $60

Vietnam

UPDATED 02/21/2024
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Survey Question; “If you could go back in time and visit 
yourself before you went to Vietnam, what advice would you 

give your younger self?” 
Warren Thomson.  3rd platoon, B Co., 3/60th. On the Benewah Jan., ’69, to May ’69.  Moved to 3/47 B 
Co., from May ’69, to July ‘69.  “I would say focus on your college studies and spend less time being 
distracted with  your home town sweetheart. Stay in school and get your degree. If I had stayed in school, 
I would have graduated during the time period that President Nixon was drawing down the troops from 
Vietnam and likely would not have been sent there. In addition, I could have taken an engineering job at a 
defense contractor like Pratt & Whitney and maybe missed the draft altogether. This would have put me 
in on a much different path of life than what God actually rolled out for me. Though I am blessed with the 
life path that He has put me on, staying in school, instead of flunking out would have saved my family 
and first wife a lot of pain and grief.  When I returned from my two-year service, I went back to school 
and earned Dean’s List status for the entire remaining college education. This just proves that I had the 
mental ability to successfully completed my schooling if only I had appreciated and focused on the 
opportunity that I had in hand before I failed and was drafted. 

Thomas Center. “The Crossroads Diaries,” T-91-4, Dec 67/Dec 68.  “I would recommend; “Think a 
little bit … you don't even know what life is about, yet you want to end yours without affecting anybody 
else.  You are not being realistic, and you have no idea what lies ahead.”   

John Kern. 1097th Trans Co, 9th Inf. Aug '68 - '69. “First, I'd probably prepare better for struggling 
through mud, even though I served on a boat (1097th Trans), we did have to run ashore with a heavy 
anchor to secure the boats in place and retrieve them! Second; shucks, I don't know, I must've learned to 
duck pretty quickly, 'cause I didn't get wounded (“OJT”)!  Maybe try to study more about the people, the 
war and what it was all about.” 

Bill Patterson. QM. Monitor-2, RAS 13, RivDiv 131. Sea Float, Nam Can, IV Corp.  “Take more 
pictures! Unlike the other branches, the Navy had limited resources to document activities, etc., from 
spring 1969, till the close out. Based on experience searching both classified and unclassified Naval 
Archives/History Center.” 

Ron Rutowski (“Ski”). 2/60th Infantry 9th Inf. Div.  May ‘67/May ‘68 “Fight to stay alive. It’s OK to 
fight to stay alive. Fight to save yourself, your fellow combat brother and a people that want to be free. 
Fighting in a war is hard physically, and emotionally. You can stay alive physically and emotionally. 
Fight and forgive yourself for the things you must do. God is by your side.”  

Ronnie Fontenot. YRBM17, in Dong Tam.  Jan. ‘68/Nov ’68. “I was wounded twice and still got a 
souvenir in my head. I did what I thought was the right thing to do and don't regret it. If I was to be 
twenty again and had to do it over I would still do it.” 

Survey Question: 
“What advice would you give your younger 
self, just coming home from Vietnam and 

facing the rest of your life?”

James Wollner, 2nd Airboat Plt., 15th 
Eng. BN., 9TH Inf. Div.   The advice I 
would give to my younger self would 
probably be the same as I did.  I was still 
in the Army and assigned to Ft. Dix as an 
assistant Drill Instructor. 
I had the opportunity for an early out by 
going back to college. My intention was 
to go to law school but after going to 
school around the clock to finish in three 
years I just couldn’t see spending three 
more years in law school library so I got 
a job in an office manufacturer in their 
purchasing dept. Was asked to take over 
their warehouses to straighten it out. 
A year later I answered an ad for a 
purchasing Director at a hospital, I 
applied and my career in health care 
began. I ended up as a VP of materials 
management until my retirement.
One never knows what the future will 
bring but the most important thing is to 
get an education no matter where, a trade 
or college or an apprenticeship!
As I said earlier I would do the same 
thing I did then and that is to get an 
education in something.
Frank Jones, RivDiv 152, T-48 Boat 
Captain. 07/69-07/70 Enjoy the rest of 
your life because I made it home.
Donald Saylor, Radioman/gunner on 
M-92-1. We were the first of the boats…
Division 91 and Div 92, 1967. I think the 
biggest thing I would pound into my head 
is that drugs and alcohol have never been 
anyone’s friend. They certainly weren’t 
mine. Sure, they might let you escape for 
a couple hours, but at what cost. They 
destroyed fourteen years of my life.
There is a God out there and while He 
will never push himself on you, He 
anxiously waits for you to call on Him. 
He has the answers and if you choose to 
listen, they WILL work.  My younger 
years could have been much different had 
I made the right choices.

Robert “Bob” Flaige, SSG USA 
(Ret.). Echo Co. 3rd/60th, May 67-May 
68.  Return to college and finish my 
education. I enlisted in the army in my 
junior year.  After spending almost three 
years in service, I knew I had unfinished 
business.  Appreciate the opportunity to 
do so and don’t let little things bother you 
and just enjoy life as it comes.
Patrick Hartley, USS Mercer APB-39 
April 1968 to June 1969.  I would have 
recommended finding other Vietnam vets 
closer to where I lived. Even now, my 
best friends are other vets.
A.J. McCaskey, 4/47 Co. A, 9th Infantry 
Div., 1968-69.  I was wishing/hoping to 
immerse myself back into the real world 
and to get on with my life as I once 
knew it. I wasn’t ready for a real job, 
so I enrolled into college, thanks to the 
G.I. bill.  It was the best thing I ever did.  
Once I consulted with my class advisor 
who sensed some confusion on my part, 
she looked me in the eye and reminded 
me I had my whole life in front of me.  
Make an effort to do something good 
with it.  So, locating and consulting with 
some sort of post war support that works 
for you, be it family, professional help, 
whatever, will help remind you that life 
goes on, that you can do it!
Tom Rattan, October 1969 TO 70, 
RivDiv 111, 131, 153 Don’t hide your 
service and what you did. Most people 
did not know that I was even in Vietnam 
for many years.
Nick Miller, Chief Staff Officer, 
RivDiv152.  Jul 68-June 69.  The War 
was an interlude. Don’t let it distort 
your perception of reality in the normal 
world.  Hold on to the lesson that you can 
reduce your level of risk and still stay on 
mission.  But The War is not who you 
are.
Vincent Dellipaoli, 9th Infantry, 3/47, 
68-69,11BRAVO. We were attached 

to the MRF.  When I came home from 
Vietnam, March ,1969. Even though I 
still had seven months left in the Army, 
I locked Vietnam in the back of my 
mind and threw the key away. For the 
next fifty years, I struggled with suicidal 
thoughts.  My mood swings were drastic, 
to the point that I was taking it out on my 
family. When I got into those moods, my 
wife would tell my kids to leave daddy 
alone, he doesn’t feel good.  Years later, 
after I got the help, my wife told me that 
the family had to walk on eggshells for 
fear of me possibly harming them.
It wasn’t until 2019 that I finally went to 
the VA. It wasn’t until I got help that I 
realized how bad my PTSD was. I now 
go for counseling at the local Vet center. 
I go once a week, and I see the VA shrink 
every two months. My answer to your 
survey question is; don’t wait get the 
help. I talk to Iraq and Afghanistan vets 
and that’s what I tell them.  Get help 
right away.  You can’t do it on your own. 
Getting the help saved my life and my 
family.
Pat Kelly, RM2 C-151-1 Everything 
worked out fine. Have been very 
fortunate. Only regret is that I spent my 
saved money from Vietnam on a car 
instead of buying real estate in my home 
of record, Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.
Herschel Hughes, Colleton OPS ’68-
’69.  By the way, the quilts of Valor folks 
are the greatest. I was presented with my 
quilt with a former Colleton crewman, 
Lee Whitehurst. He was a plank owner 
and brought the Colleton over from 
the states before being transferred to 
PBR’s. There was a total of nine of us all 
Vietnam era vets. Kudos to the leadership 
for setting that up for us. The ceremony 
touched me deeply; a lot loose ends and 
hurts that had been bouncing around in 
my head for decades just seemed to melt 
away when they draped that quilt over 

continued on page 6
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me and the nice lady gave me a hug. As 
for your question: what would I tell my 
younger self following the return? Don’t 
lose heart; stay proud; don’t buy into the 
melancholy of the age; keep faith in your 
country; keep faith in your God; keep 
faith in yourself; there are huge mysteries 
in life; you’ll never get it all figured out; 
when you lead sailors and marines in the 
rest of your career, lead them to survive 
and to win; give them hope and purpose; 
always know where the nearest Chaplain 
is; and don’t abandon your church just 
because they don’t get what service in 
Vietnam was like.
Randy Peat,  “No one is shooting at 
you anymore. You are 10 foot tall and 
bulletproof. You can’t do anything so 
let’s get moving”
Ken Kalish.  RivPatSec 523, Vinh Long, 
then GMG2, ’67, ’68 ’69. Retired as a 
JOC.  Take your time. Consider each 
decision and wonder what the proposer 
wants from you. Don’t try to go back to 
what was before you left because it isn’t 
there.  Build yourself a life but take time 
to learn what is new since you left. Use 
your resources wisely.  Learn how to 
accept beauty and quiet.
Douglass C. Ogden, Lieutenant, US 
Navy (1963-1971), USS AULT (DD-
698)-JULY1967-AUGUST, 1969, 
INSHORE UNDERSEA WARFARE 
GROUP ONE, UNIT THREE OUI 
NHON, RVN, NOVEMBER, 1969-
JUNE 1971.  My answer is probably too 
long, but the only way I can answer is to 
ramble a bit.
I graduated from the US Naval Academy 
on June 7, 1967 and went right to Viet 
Nam on a Destroyer on the gunline.  I 
went back in November 1969 and spent 
a year and a half in-country, first with 
Inshore Undersea Warfare Group One, 
Unit 3 in Qui Nhon, then as Senior 
Advisor to that team when we turned 
over to the Vietnamese Navy.  At that 
point, I decided to leave the Navy and try 
something else, so I went to Law School 
and graduated in 1974.  I hated Law 
School but I knew it wouldn’t hurt me, so 
I finished, but while I was there, I heard 
some women in the Class behind me 
talking about women then being able to 
join the FBI.  I immediately went over to 

the local Bureau office, applied, and was 
accepted in May 1975.
I spent almost 24 years as an FBI Agent 
working Violent Crimes, Drugs and 
Terrorism and loved every minute of 
it.  I retired in 1998, but the best thing 
was that my 8 years in the Navy counted 
towards my retirement. 
The connection I want to make with your 
question is what happened to me when 
I returned from Viet Nam and landed 
in San Diego in 1971.  As I walked 
through the terminal, I was spit on and 
called a baby killer.  Today, when I 
wear a Viet Nam Veteran baseball cap 
or a Viet Nam T-shirt, I get stopped all 
the time and thanked for my service.  
Bottom line-do the best job you can do 
in the Service-take advantage of every 
opportunity to advance and improve 
yourself in whatever you decide to do, 
and learn from your experiences.  There 
are the names of 9 of my Naval Academy 
Classmates on the Viet Nam Wall, none 
of whom I will ever forget.  I hope this 
makes sense-thank you.
Joe Rosner, RivRon 15, M-6.  07/69-
06/70. Get professional help sooner!
Wendell Affield, Tango 112-11, Feb-Aug 
18, 1968.  Author: Muddy Jungle Rivers 
and Chicken house Chronicles.  Fifty-five 
years after I enlisted at 17 years old, here 
is my advice to my younger self.  Don’t 
jump into a serious relationship. You 
really know nothing about women. You 
have lived in a controlled environment 
during your military service and have not 
matured/grown socially. 
 March 22,2025, my second  wife Patti 
and I will celebrate our 50th anniversary!
Bob Schrader, D Company 9th Med Bn 
9th Infantry Division.  “Go with the flow. 
It’s amazing how life changes as quickly 
as combat.  I was planning on a military 
career or medical school, but was talked 
into rejoining the family business.  That 
changed as well - too much family.  More 
career changes including commercial 
pilot, Deputy Sheriff, and going to law 
school, practicing law in a firm and then 
solo and becoming a judge. I retired and 
taught school to keep active.  Now I write 
novels.

I often wondered how a military career 
would have been. A general or a dead 
Huey medivac pilot.
I went with the flow and obtained 
benefits that would not exist if I stayed 
my original course. I have two wonderful 
daughters, at least one I would never 
have met (adopted), became a legal 
beagle and experienced much of a pretty 
good life. Glad I took the ride along a 
different road.
Al Breininger, CSO, RivDiv 91, Oct 
1966 - Dec 1967, NIOTC Riverine 
Instructor, Feb 1968 - Oct 1969.  Nothing 
different from what I did.  I came home, 
spent another 20 months in the Navy 
training people going to the brown water 
units in Vietnam, giving them the best 
that I could for operating in the Delta.  
Got out of the Navy and started working 
in a manufacturing plant for one of the 
Johnson and Johnson divisions.  My 
focus was getting on with life, and it 
stayed that way for 27 years.  After 
attending my first MRFA reunion in 
1997, my time in Vietnam came more 
to the forefront. I had more pride in my 
service because I had people who could 
understand the job we did.
I spoke very little about my Vietnam 
experience between 1970 and 1997.  
Nobody was interested in hearing about 
it, so I did not devote any time to it,.  
Working and raising my kids became a 
priority.
 Reading Rick Atkinson’s “The Long 
Gray Line”, which featured several of 
the Army officers who were with the 2nd 
Brigade of the 9th Infantry Division and 
the MRFA, got me into reading a whole 
lot more about not only our experience in 
the Delta, but about the whole Vietnam 
story.  And today I am much more 
vocal about both my experiences.  The 
experience had a major impact on my life 
going forward from 1967.  I learned a lot 
about myself, and there are no regrets, or 
things I would change.
I was called, served, survived, learned, 
and am better for having done so.

Erik Scott, A-152-3, 10/68-10/69. Go 
back to college! Get your degree.
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A Message from President Harry

Dear MRFA Member,

Previously, at our reunion, and in our correspondence, 
you were told that you would automatically be registered 
to receive a quilt from the Quilts of Valor organization as 
a member of the MRFA. There has been a slight change 
to this process. There is a new process that will now be in 
place.

Attached to this letter is a form for you, or your family 
member assisting you, to fill out. This form to apply for 
the Quilt of Valor award. This information on your form 
will be filtered down to your local QOV people who will 
make the presentation to you in your hometown. Please 
place in a stamped envelope and mail to the address 
shown on the form.

If you have already received a quilt, please disregard 
this process as you will only ever receive one quilt. This 
award is only available to a veteran, not to a family mem-
ber or spouse.

We apologize for any confusion we may have caused 
and trust that this new process that we now have in place 
will make it easy for you to complete and to receive your 
quilt.

Thank you for your patience.

In the Brotherhood,
Harry

 

A Message from President Harry 

Dear MRFA Member, 

Previously, at our reunion, and in our correspondence, you were told that you would automatically be 
registered to receive a quilt from the Quilts of Valor organization as a member of the MRFA. There has 
been a slight change to this process. There is a new process that will now be in place. 

Attached to this letter is a form for you, or your family member assisting you, to fill out. This form to 
apply for the Quilt of Valor award. This information on your form will be filtered down to your local 
QOV people who will make the presentation to you in your hometown. Please place in a stamped 
envelope and mail to the address shown on the form. 

If you have already received a quilt, please disregard this process as you will only ever receive one quilt. 
This award is only available to a veteran, not to a family member or spouse. 

We apologize for any confusion we may have caused and trust that this new process that we now have in 
place will make it easy for you to complete and to receive your quilt. 

Thank you for your patience. 

In the Brotherhood, 

Harry 

********************************************************************* 

 

(Joyce, please add sign-up form at https://www.mrfa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/06/MRFA-QOV-Nomination-Form-to-Printb.pdf) 

 

(Joyce, please add PATCHES, and ORDER FORM from Gear Locker page 
from https://www.mrfa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/02/MRFAGearLocker2022WEBCORRECT002212024.p
d) 

 

 

 

Harley and Sue Timmerman with Harley’s QOV Certificate
Fellow MRFA member Dave and Robyn Schell 

of Stillwater, Mn. Came to support!
 
Quilts of Valor will award Gary Hale’s quilt on Nov 11, 
when we have a QOV Award program at the Veterans’ Hall in 
Dripping Springs, TX.  He lives close to that area.

 

 

 

 

       
Ron Roy, of Rudolph, WI,  B Co. 2nd/60th Inf. receives his  

Quilt of Valor! 

    
Alfred “Tom” Owenson, USS Mercer APB-39, 03/68 - 06/69, and Dave Schell 
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Harley and Sue Timmerman with Harley’s QOV Certificate 

Fellow MRFA member Dave and Robyn Schell of Stillwater, Mn. Came to support!  

Quilts of Valor will award Gary Hale's  

quilt on Nov 11, when we have a QOV Award program at the Veterans' Hall in Dripping Springs, TX.  He 
lives close to that area. 

Ron Roy, of Rudolph, WI,  B Co. 2nd/60th Inf. 
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The Dripping Springs Rotary Club and the Dripping Springs High School Rotary Club will be part of our 
program, too.  The kids have learned how to sew and have had a big part in making 2 quilt tops with 
supervision by a couple ladies in our Kyle & Buda Freedom Quilters group.  There is even 1 boy who 
learned how to sew! 

Karen Herrmann 

    

 

 

 

************************************* 

Veterans Day 2024, Washington, D.C. 

       
The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division will be placing wreaths at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. on Veterans Day, Monday, November 11, 2024. We will gather at the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial at 8:30 A.M. on the 11th, and proceed to The Wall at 9:00 A.M. 

We have blocked twenty (20) rooms at the Arlington Court Suites, a Clarion Collection Hotel, in Arlington, 
Virginia for November 8th – 11th (check out on 11/12). Room rates are $139.00 (plus tax) for a Studio 
King (single) and $149.00 (plus tax) for a Studio Queen (double) per night. 

Come join us as we honor our fallen Brothers on Veterans Day 2024 and enjoy he camaraderie of your 
MRFA Brothers and their friends and families.  We look forward to seeing you in D.C. 

The Dripping Springs Rotary Club and the Dripping Springs High School Rotary Club will be part of our program, too.  The 
kids have learned how to sew and have had a big part in making 2 quilt tops with supervision by a couple ladies in our Kyle & 
Buda Freedom Quilters group.  There is even 1 boy who learned how to sew!

Karen Herrmann
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Proprietary & Confidential 

MRFA Recipient Information - all fields are required except county and nickname 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Preferred 
Name: 

Honorable Conditions 

Street Address: 

Address Line 2: 

City, ST, Zip 

County (if known): 

Email: 

Phone Number: 

Discharge Status: 

Army Navy  

 OtherCoast Guard   

Dates of Service (year to year): 

Discharge Rank: 

Name: 

Group Address: 

Email: 

Ginger Fondren

P.O. Box 109, Gladeville TN  37071-0109  

ginger.fondren@QOVF.org

Dis-Honorable Conditions 

E.g.: E1-E10, WO1-WO5, and O1-O10

Our Mission Statement: To cover Service Members and Veterans touched by war 
with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

Please use the second page to provide information about locations of service (e.g., stateside, deployments, countries).   Example:  
France, Germany, Korea, Vietnam, Panama, Beirut, Granada, Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Africa, Somalia, the Middle East, anti-
terrorism operations and terrorism attacks against Armed Forces personnel. You may also provide comments about the nominee 
regarding unit or ship assignment, duties or responsibilities while serving, experiences, or other information that will help 
personalize and make the ceremony meaningful for the recipient. 

I certify that I have read the QOVF Mission Statement, and affirm the information I provided is accurate. 

Signature: 

Printed Name: 

Date: 

Please add service location, duties, medals/ribbons or any other information you would like to share to help make 
the award ceremony more personal for all involved. 

MAIL TO
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This section is for members who wish to sponsor the MRFA by placing a 
notice in memory of one of their fallen comrades. In some instances, 
the name of the sponsor will precede the name of the person who was 
KIA, or has passed on since Vietnam. It’s $25 for four issues.

A fellow veteran, Harold & Beverly Bailey, David Blossom, Kimberly Butler, 
Delmar & Diane Cable, Robert & Barbara Crowley, Dean & Karen Despelder, 
Dick & Lisa Dorato, Steve & Leah Futch, Godfrey Lee Education Association, 
Lois J Host, J. H. & S. L. Nauta, Mrs. Artel Scheid, Gabriel S Snyder, Karen 
& Mark Vander Vliet, John F. Williams, David & Lavonne Yoder, and Connie L 
Young in memory of David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)

William Blauser for Thomas Gaudet, David Land, and Jose Campos our 151 
Division brothers that were KIAs

MajGeneral Lucien Bolduc, Jr. USA (Ret) for Guy Tutwiler
Bill Buffie in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam)
John and Doris Chrzanowski in memory of SP/4 Humberto Ruiz Santiago Jr. 

Grenadier A Co. 4th Bn 47th Inf. Rgt 9th Inf. Div. Died of wounds 06/27/69, 
Kien Hoa, South Vietnam (DC Wall Panel 21W Ln 025)

Mike Clark in memory of Laurence Welk (KIA May 1967) and Lydes Gardner 
(KIA Sept 1967) 4th/39th 9th Inf Div

Janice Dahlke for son Cpl. Randy R.Mueller D Co. 2nd/47th KIA 03/03/69
Fran Divelbiss for Cdr. Dave Divelbiss, Supply Officer on Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE, USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-68)
Sgt Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert 

“Bob” Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede for BM1 Guy Dail and Johnny Maness T-112-2
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory of 

Monte Marten B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/69)
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd/39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory 

for John Nielsen B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/70)
Nan Fulton for LtGen Bill Fulton Cdr 2nd Bde Asst Div Cdr 9th Inf Div (1966-68)
Regina Gooden for Sgt Lloyd Earl Valentine B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 09/05/68
Gordon Hillesland for Pat Lawson NSA Dong Tam (1967-68)
Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack from Florida and Donald Hartzell from Pennsylvania
Sally Jackson for Paul Nace USS Colleton APB-36 (09/68-11/69)
Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
Doris May Johnson in memory of Franklin Johnson TF 117 1967 Purple Heart 

Vet
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68) for Walker, Paredez, Gotch, 

Hayes, Nelson, and Howard
Richard MacCullagh for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN (Ret) RivRon 15
Richard MacCullagh for Chaplain Rene L. Petit, LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Kaye Marten, Travis Marten, and Tristen Marten in memory of Monte Marten 

(husband, father, and grandfather) B Co. 2nd/39th 9th Inf Div (1968-69)
Adam Metts for Donald L. Bruckart T-111-2 KIA 03/31/69
Albert Moore for Ralph Tresser CS3 USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
Albert Moore for Tom Bityk CS3 IUWG-1 VC-Hill/Ha Tien (1969-70)
Albert and Sara Moore for Capt Gerald Saucier CO USS Benewah APB-35 

(09/66-02/68)
Victoria Mortensen in memory of G. Thomas “Morto” Mortensen RivDiv 92 

A-92-8 (01/68-11/69)
Roy Moseman for Oscar Santiago C-2 4th/47th (10/67-10/68)
Herman Murphy EN2 for USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig 

Bronish MR3, and George Schnieder MR2
Major J. D. Nichols III CMDR C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-11/67) for Alfred 

Cornejo, Anthony Galeno, Richard Lasher, Rudolph Melendez, Sigfredo 
Pinto-Pinto, and Garrett Reid KIAs 08/20/67

Jasper Northcutt for SSGT Henry T. Aragon B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/23/67, SGT 
James E. Boorman B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/27/67, SP4 James D. Bronakoski 
B-2 2nd/47th KIA 04/27/67, SP4 Michael G. Hartnett B-2 2nd/47th KIA 
04/27/67, SGT William D. Mize B-2 2nd/47th and 5th/60th KIA 10/28/67, 
CPL Harold K. Southwick B-2 2nd/47th Inf KIA 03/02/67 (first KIA in B Co. 
2nd/47th in Vietnam), and PFC Robert C. Voltz B-1 2nd/47th Inf (Mech) KIA 
03/11/67 (first KIA1st Platoon B Co. 2nd/47th in Vietnam)

Claire Siebert for GMG3 Richard Siebert IUWG-1 Unit 3, Qui Nhon (03/67-
01/69)

Chet “Gunner” Stanley for all the USN and USA KIAs of the MRF (1967-70)
Ken Sundberg for Michael David Sheahan 5th/60th KIA 02/25/68, Robert 

L. Conley 5th/60th KIA 02/01/68, and Glenn Dean Taylor 5th/60th KIA 
02/01/68

Robert Sutton for LT James F. Rost Jr. Vin Te Canal Chau Duc KIA 11/69
Okey Toothman in memory of Major General Lucien “Blackie Bolduc
Okey Toothman in memory of Sgt Dick Arnold A Co. 3rd/47th, Max DelaC 

Okey Toothman in memory of Judy Wallace
Steven Totcoff for my brother CPL Dennis S. Totcoff B Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf 

Div KIA 5/2/68
ruz and G. P. Jones C Co. 3rd/47th
USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig Bronish MR3, and George 

Schnieder MR2
USS Guide MSO-447 for Shipmate and Brother Harold Foster
Henry Velez for my fallen brothers, B Co. 2nd/39th Inf
CPT Steve Williams and MAJ Bob Bischoff in memory of 2LT David George 

Williams, Co A, 4/47th, KIA 9/21/67
David Wilson 2nd/60th, KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 

06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th 
Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Airborne KIA 
08/23/69

Luis Peraza for SSG Michael K. Lewis KIA 06/13/69, SGT Harold H. Hunter KIA 
01/27/69, and brothers of D Co 3/60th KIA during 1968-69

In Memory Of

French
Member Robert A. 

French passed away 
March 26, 2019. Robert 
served in C Co 4th/47th 
(Riverine Infantry) 9th 
Infantry Division (05/66-
05/68). Robert is sur-
vived by his wife Char-
lene K. French, Tampa, FL, 
rfrench13@tampabay.
rr.com. May our Brother 
rest in peace.

Member Jerry Shock-
ley passed away October 
16, 2018. Jerry served in 
HHC 3rd/60th Infantry 
(12/67-12/68). Jerry 
is survived by his wife 
Barbara.

William “Bill” McMul-
len passed away Febru-
ary 12, 2019. Bill served 
with C Co. 6th/31st Inf. 
(04/68-04/690). At the 
time of his passing, Bill 
was residing in Welling-
ton, Florida.

Stull
Member Col Terry G. 

Stull USA (Ret.) passed 
away April 6, 2019 fol-
lowing a battle with 
congestive heart failure. 
As a proud West Point 
graduate of the Class of 
1966, he bravely served 
two tours in Vietnam. 
Col Stull served with A 
Co 3rd/47th 9th Infantry 
Division River Raiders 
(11/66-12/67). He en-
joyed a successful career 
in the Army, retiring as a 
Colonel in 1993. Col Stull 

is survived by his wife Ar-
letta, Senatobia, Missis-
sippi, stuli1966@yahoo.
com.

Powell
Member Frank L. 

Powell passed away May 
7, 2018. Frank served 
onboard the USS Nueces 
APB-40 (03/69-05/70). 
Frank is survived by his 
wife Patty Keith.

Hall
Daniel E. Hall Jr. 

passed away April 6, 
2019. Daniel served with 
Charlie Co. 9th Inf. Divi-
sion Vietnam (1968-69). 
Daniel is survived by his 
wife Kathy. I’m very proud 
of my dad. He will be 
greatly missed, Lisa Hall.

Kershner
Member BM1 Paul 

Kershner (USN Ret.) 
passed away April 27, 
2019. Paul was Boat 
Captain of Tango 112-
12 and Tango 152-10 
(T-50) (01/69-02/70). 
Paul is survived by his 
wife Tazuko Kershner. 
You may contact the fam-
ily c/o his son Paul Jr., 

484-512-0316.

Westling
Member Reverend 

Lester Leon Westling Jr. 
(Chaplain Captain USN 
Ret.) passed away May 2, 
2019. Reverend Westling 
first served 14 months 
with the 3rd Battalion, 
9th Marine Regiment at 
Camp Carroll in I Corps 
near the DMZ. His second 
tour of duty was with 
the Naval Support Activ-
ity, Saigon in IV Corps 
(05/69-05/70). When 
his tour was about to end, 
he was ministering to 65 
different units.

Kitchen
Member Arthur 

“Artie” Kitchen passed 
away March 15, 2019. He 
served as a Third Class 
Engineman (EN3) on-
board the USS Satyr ARL-
23 (05/70-03/71). Artie 
is survived by his wife of 
48 years, Joan, and three 
sons.

Doolan
Member SMSGT 

Charles “Chuck” At-
wood Doolan USAF (Ret) 

passed away June 30, 
2018. Charles served on 
the USS Blanco County 
LST-344 (09/66-09/67). 
Chuck is survived by his 
wife Janice.

Howe
Member Gerald 

(Jerry) L. Howe passed 
away August 14, 2014. 
Jerry served on the USS 
Nueces APB-40 (06/68-
07/69). You may contact 
his daughter Wendy Wen-
sits at wensits@1cloud.
com. “Jerry was a found-
ing Member of the MRFA. 
He was a good sailor and 
a good person who made 
himself available when it 
came to helping his fellow 
Veterans.” Albert Moore.

Johnson

Johnson
Member Bruce L. 

Johnson passed away 
August 31, 2018. Bruce 
served with C Co. 2nd 
Plat. 4th/47th Infantry 
(08/67-03/68). Bruce 
is survived by his wife 
Connie.

Your membership expiration date is printed on your 
River Currents just above your name and address.

Clarence Eugene Sasser

Member Clarence Eugene Sasser 
passed away on May 13, 2024.  
While in Vietnam he served with 
Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 
60th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry 
Division from September 1967 to 
January 1968.  Specialist First Class 
Sasser was awarded the Medal of 
Honor for Conspicuous Gallantry and 
Intrepidity for his heroic actions as a 
Medical Aidman on January 10, 1968.  
Clarence was preceded in death by his 
spouse Ethel L. Sasser.

CITATION:
The President of the United States of 
America, in the name of Congress, 
takes pleasure in presenting the 
Medal of Honor to Specialist Fifth 
Class Clarence Eugene Sasser 
(ASN: US-54511001), United States 
Army, for conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as a Medical Aidman 
with Headquarters & Headquarters 
Company, 3d Battalion, 60th Infantry 
Regiment, 9th Infantry Division, in 
action against enemy aggressor forces 
during a reconnaissance in force 
operation in Ding Tuong Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, on 10 January 
1968. Specialist Fifth Class Sasser’s 
company was making an air assault 
when suddenly it was taken under 
heavy small arms, recoilless rifle, 
machinegun and rocket fire from 
well-fortified enemy positions on three 
sides of the landing zone. During the 
first few minutes, over 30 casualties 
were sustained. Without hesitation, 
Specialist Fifth Class Sasser ran 
across an open rice paddy through 
a hail of fire to assist the wounded. 
After helping one man to safety, he 
was painfully wounded in the left 
shoulder by fragments of an exploding 
rocket. Refusing medical attention, 

he ran through a barrage of rocket and 
automatic weapons fire to aid casualties 
of the initial attack and, after giving them 
urgently needed treatment, continued to 
search for other wounded. Despite two 
additional wounds immobilizing his legs, 
he dragged himself through the mud 
toward another soldier 100 meters away. 
Although in agonizing pain and faint 
from loss of blood, Specialist Fifth Class 
Sasser reached the man, treated him, 
and proceeded on to encourage another 
group of soldiers to crawl 200 meters to 
relative safety. There he attended their 
wounds for five hours until they were 
evacuated. Specialist Fifth Class Sasser’s 
extraordinary heroism is in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflects great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the United States 
Army.

Watch a video of his account of the day, 
at YouTube “Living History of Medal of 
Honor Recipient Clarence Sasser.”  

Ross D. Henderson
Member Ross D. Henderson 
passed away on May 16, 
2024.  While in Vietnam he 
was a gunner onboard the 
USS Luzerne County (LST-
902) from January 1970 to August 1970.  
It was his second tour of duty in Vietnam.  
Ross is survived by his wife, Susan, of 50 
years.

Gregory Lynn Gass
Former Member Gregory 
Lynn Gass passed away on 
June 18, 2024.  While in 
Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 9/Division 
91 onboard A-91-7 from 
January to December 1968.  Gregory is 
survived by his daughter Charlotte and 
son Jared.

Frederick L. Simpson
Member Frederick L. 
Simpson passed away on 
May 20, 2024.  While in 
Vietnam he served with C-4, 
4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 
9th Infantry Division from April 1968 to 
April 1969.  Frederick is survived by his 
wife Mary-Anna of 53 years.

Jimmy Don “Jim” Haley
Member Jimmy Don “Jim” 
Haley passed away on 
June 17, 2024.  While in 
Vietnam he served with 
River Assault Squadron 
13/Division 131 onboard 
T-131-8 from March 1968 to June 1969.  
Jim is survived by Beverly, his wife of 
44 years.

Larry E. Fitchner
Member Larry E. Fitchner 
passed away on June 14, 
2024.  While in Vietnam he 
served with River Assault 
Squadron 9/Division 91 
as Boat Captain of A-91-3 
from December 1967 to May 1968.  
Larry is survived by Terri, his wife for 
47 years.
   
Douglas Thomas Halsted
Former Member 
Douglas Thomas 
Halsted passed 
away on July 
13, 2024.  While 
in Vietnam he 
served about YRBM-17 from January 
1968 to August 1969.  Douglas is 
survived by his loving wife Jean.

David J. Nowacki
Member David J. Nowacki 
passed away on June 13, 
2023.  While in Vietnam he 
served with River Assault 
Squadron 11 - Division 111 
from September 1968 to June 1969.  
David is survived by his wife Sallie.
   
William Andrew “Andy” Curtner
Member 
William Andrew 
“Andy” Curtner 
passed away 
on August 6, 
2024.  While in 
Vietnam he initially serviced onboard 
the USS Nye County (LST-1067) and 
then with River Assault Squadron 
13, Division 131 as a Gunnersmate 
onboard T-131-1 from March 1968 to 
March 1969.  Andy is survived by his 
wife Donna.  They were married for 47 
years.

Sweat ran on my glasses.  We hit irrigation ditches by the dozen, each about 10 feet wide.  I slid 
down the banks, slogged through black mud and soupy brown water, and struggled up, over and over 
again.  I reached for a branch.  It had two-inch thorns.  A trooper gave me a hand.  I cursed irrigation.   

We crouched and rolled into a ditch.  Sniper.  About 100 yards?  The M-16’swent to work.  
Silence again.   

In my three hours we had encountered only a handful of people.  They walked behind us, with a 
Vietnamese from the Special Branch of the National Police. He would interrogate them later.  How could 
he tell a VC? 

“A man with soft hands is no farmer,” he said.  “If his face and hands are pale, he operates at 
night and sleeps by day.  Perhaps he carries mortar shells, or messages.  That girl, she is from the 
Women’s Liberation Association.”  Her voice was soft and high-pitched – a girl of good family.  Some 
VC mortar squads were made up entirely of women.  

I was wrung out when we came to a stream with a bridge – a thick bamboo trunk with a thin 
bamboo rail to steady myself.  I’d never make it.  I’d swim across.  I lurched in. 

Trang, who was still with me, shouted: “Stop!”  VC put booby traps under these bridges!”  They 
think the big Americans with all their equipment are so heavy they might crash down.   

A trooper calmly said, “Wait.  I’ll go first and make sure.”  A brave young man.  How could I let 
him do it?  I floundered back out, and somehow I made it across that cursed bridge.  I don’t remember 
how; I just remember feeling scared to death the whole day. 

There is something else I cannot forget.  We had picked up and old man with a medal of the 
Blessed Virgin around his neck, and then we came across a body.  The old man looked down on the 
bloody corpse.  He said, “He is my son-in-law. He has five children.”  

He stood up straight.  His face was frozen, with a little tear in each eye.  He said, “He was not 
VC.  He was not VC.”   

Wasn’t he?  I don’t know.  The report of the operation on Thoi Son Island includes him as on VC 
KIA-killed in action.”  

************************************************************************** 

TAPS Tribute to a Fallen One  
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Douglas Thomas Halsted 

Former Member Douglas Thomas Halsted passed away on July 13, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served 
about YRBM-17 from January 1968 to August 1969.  Douglas is survived by his loving wife Jean. 

 

David J. Nowacki 

Member David J. Nowacki passed away on June 13, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 11 - Division 111 from September 1968 to June 1969.  David is survived by his wife 
Sallie. 

    

William Andrew “Andy” Curtner 

 

Larry E. Fitchner 

Member Larry E. Fitchner passed away on June 14, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 9/Division 91 as Boat Captain of A-91-3 from December 1967 to May 1968.  Larry is 
survived by Terri, his wife for 47 years. 

    

Douglas Thomas Halsted 

Former Member Douglas Thomas Halsted passed away on July 13, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served 
about YRBM-17 from January 1968 to August 1969.  Douglas is survived by his loving wife Jean. 

 

David J. Nowacki 

Member David J. Nowacki passed away on June 13, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 11 - Division 111 from September 1968 to June 1969.  David is survived by his wife 
Sallie. 

    

William Andrew “Andy” Curtner 

 

Larry E. Fitchner 

Member Larry E. Fitchner passed away on June 14, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 9/Division 91 as Boat Captain of A-91-3 from December 1967 to May 1968.  Larry is 
survived by Terri, his wife for 47 years. 

    

Douglas Thomas Halsted 

Former Member Douglas Thomas Halsted passed away on July 13, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served 
about YRBM-17 from January 1968 to August 1969.  Douglas is survived by his loving wife Jean. 

 

David J. Nowacki 

Member David J. Nowacki passed away on June 13, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 11 - Division 111 from September 1968 to June 1969.  David is survived by his wife 
Sallie. 

    

William Andrew “Andy” Curtner 

 

Larry E. Fitchner 

Member Larry E. Fitchner passed away on June 14, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 9/Division 91 as Boat Captain of A-91-3 from December 1967 to May 1968.  Larry is 
survived by Terri, his wife for 47 years. 

    

Douglas Thomas Halsted 

Former Member Douglas Thomas Halsted passed away on July 13, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served 
about YRBM-17 from January 1968 to August 1969.  Douglas is survived by his loving wife Jean. 

 

David J. Nowacki 

Member David J. Nowacki passed away on June 13, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 11 - Division 111 from September 1968 to June 1969.  David is survived by his wife 
Sallie. 

    

William Andrew “Andy” Curtner 



River Currents, Volume 33, Number 2 • SUMMER 2024 • 11

In Memory Of
This section is for members who wish to 
sponsor the MRFA by placing a notice in 
memory of one of their fallen comrades.  
In some instances, the name of the 
sponsor will precede the name of the 
person who was KIA, or has passed on 
since Vietnam.  It’s $25 for four issues. 

Serena Barnes, for Michael Barnes, 2nd 
Brigade 3rd/47th 9th Inf.
David Wilson. 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, 
Timothy Shelton, 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, 
Steven Murrary, 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, 
Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 
06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 
101st Abn. KIA 08/23/69
Donut Dollie Emily Strange, by Bill 
Dabel,  C-1 3rd/39th
Orville “Lee” Daley, for Roger Valentine, 
CSI USS Askari ARL 30 (1967-1968)
Robert Flaige, for SFC Fernando 
Quintero, KIA 02/27/68, and SP4 
Robert “Bob” Jenks, E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 
03/03/68
Bill Frede, for BM1 Guy Dail, BM3 John-
ny Maness, and SN David Flamburis, 
T-112-2, 1967
Patrick Haggerty, in memory of CDR 
Charlie Cox, CO RivDiv 111 (11/67 
to 11/68), and Capt. Jim Gautier, CO 
RivDiv 11 (12/68-6/69)
Susan Hanmer, for SFC Michael Han-
mer, RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
Susan T. Henderson, for Ross D. Hen-
derson, Gunner USS Luzerne County 
LST-902 (2/70-12/71)
Gordon Hillesland, for Pat Lawson, NSA 
Dong Tam (67-68), Mike Mosey, NSA 
Dong Tam (67-68), and Joy Hurd (6/68)
Joe Hilliard, for Jim Schwan from Wis-
consin, and Buck Grant from Alabama
Bruce Jensen, in memory of Frederic 
Peers Webb, A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
J. R. Johnson, 3rd/47th 9th “Recon” 
(05/66-01/68), in memory of Walk-
er, Gotch, Paredez, Nelson, Hayes, 
Howard, King, Twitchell, Spake and 
Chesnoski
Frank Jones, For Arthur Delmar Grant 
“Buck” RivRon 13/15 (07/69-07/70)
Frank Jones, for SFC Michael Hanmer, 
RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
Jerry Lippincott, in memory of Freddie 
Tapper  USN  IUWG-1
Adam Metts, for Donald L. Bruckart  
T-111-2 KIA 3/31/69
A.R. “Monty” Montillo, in memory of 
John Sperry
Christopher Olsen, for Ralph Bige-
low,T-131-8
Theodore and Anita Richter, (Ralph’s 
sister) for Ralph Bigelow RivRon 13 
T-131-8
Theodore and Anita Richter, (Ralph’s 
sister) for Ralph Bigelow RivRon 13 
T-131-8
Larry Ruebke, in memory of Alan 
Trucano
Dave Schell, in memory of SFC Mike 
Hanmer  RivRon 13 & 153 (7/69-2/71)
John Smith, for Paull D. Jose, B Co. 
3/60 KIA 11/01/68
Charlie Thompson, in Memory of Doyle 
E. Templeton, 2nd/39th  9th Inf.
In memory of my Brothers, B Co. 2nd 
39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division

By Peter T. White

Foreign Editorial Staff 

“First I studied the maps.  Then a U.S. Army plane carried me high and low 
over all the likely places, when muddy beaches and mangrove swamps meet 
the South China Sea.  I did my best, But I could find only eight dragons.

Yet how could that be, when the Vietnamese call the Mekong River the Cuu 
Long Giang ---the River of the Nine Dragons?

In Vietnamese imagery, a waterway is a benign, life-giving force, a dragon; 
and as the great river, nearing its end, splits to form the many-mouthed Me-
kong Delta, the number of dragons correspondingly multiplies.  To as many as 

eight, as far as I could see. 

Dragons Watered by Monsson Rains

I consulted my friend Ton That Thien, long a mentor on matters Vietnamese.  Now he was Minis-
ter of Information in Saigon.

He smiled. ‘There really are only eight,” he said.  “But eight is not a lucky number.  It has to be 
seven or nine.  So, we had to find another one, and we did.  But it is very small, very narrow, and 
less than ten miles long.  I hope you are not too unhappy to have missed it.” 

…..”War, on any battlefield, is a nightmare.  The Mekong Delta compounds the horror.  To fight 
here means tortuous slogging through snake-ridden swamps, where sucking mud grips the legs 
like wet concrete.  The enemy may be only five feet away, yet unseen in the thick jungle”

….”First, the war.  I saw it blazing most fiercely in South Vietnam, where the U.S. Navy’s 
“miniature battleships,” painted green and built expressly for combat along the Mekong Delta 
waterways, pitted their rapid-fire cannon against Viet Cong rockets made in the Soviet Union and 
in China.”  

Those deadly rockets spewed from bunkers hidden in dense greenery, sometimes along canals so 
narrow that the boats could not turn around.  “It’s like the old days,” said the commodore of the 
River Assault Flotilla, “exchanging broadsides at 15 to 20 yards, pointblank

…..I went on a mission with the unique Mekong Delta Mobile Riverine Force.  The troops came 
from the U.S. Army’s 9th Infantry Division.  The U.S. Navy contributed River Assault Flotilla 
One, specialized armored craft up to 60 feet long: troop carriers, boats with tiny landing pads for 
helicopters, flame-throwing boats, monitors carrying mortars and turrets with cannon.  But for all 
their armor, ever vulnerable to VC rockets.

The Riverine Force normally sought out so-called VC main-force units along the canals.  But 
now there would be a sweep of an island in the Song Tien Giang branch of the Mekong.  I heard 
the briefing on the flagship.

Thoi Son Island, five miles long, one-mile wide, eastern tip just south of My Tho.  Known VC li-
aison route.  From here the 516th VC Battalion could mortar My Tho.  One of its platoons might 
be on the island, probably also elements of the 332nd Sapper Company, to set booby traps and 
snipe at shipping.  Our artillery stood ready near My Tho, air strikes were on call.  

Our assault boats would surround the island before dawn.  A plane would play a tape, telling 
the people not to run-whoever ran would be considered VC.  “We want to walk up to them and 
question them.” 

A  “The Mekong- River of Terror and Hope.”
   Excerpt from the December, 1968, National Geographic

continued in next newsletter

    
Excerpt from the December, 1968, National Geographic 
By Peter T. White 

Foreign Editorial Staff  

“First I studied the maps.  Then a U.S. Army plane carried me high and low over all the likely places, 
when muddy beaches and mangrove swamps meet the South China Sea.  I did my best, But I could find 
only eight dragons. 

 Yet how could that be, when the Vietnamese call the Mekong River the Cuu Long Giang ---the 
River of the Nine Dragons? 

In Vietnamese imagery, a waterway is a benign, life-giving force, a dragon; and as the great river, nearing 
its end, splits to form the many-mouthed Mekong Delta, the number of dragons correspondingly 
multiplies.  To as many as eight, as far as I could see.  

  Dragons Watered by Monsson Rains 

 I consulted my friend Ton That Thien, long a mentor on matters Vietnamese.  Now he was 
Minister of Information in Saigon. 

 He smiled. ‘There really are only eight,” he said.  “But eight is not a lucky number.  It has to be 
seven or nine.  So, we had to find another one, and we did.  But it is very small, very narrow, and less than 
ten miles long.  I hope you are not too unhappy to have missed it.”   

…..”War, on any battlefield, is a nightmare.  The Mekong Delta compounds the horror.  To fight here 
means tortuous slogging through snake-ridden swamps, where sucking mud grips the legs like wet 
concrete.  The enemy may be only five feet away, yet unseen in the thick jungle” 

  ….”First, the war.  I saw it blazing most fiercely in South Vietnam, where the U.S. Navy’s 
“miniature battleships,” painted green and built expressly for combat along the Mekong Delta waterways, 
pitted their rapid-fire cannon against Viet Cong rockets made in the Soviet Union and in China.”   

 Those deadly rockets spewed from bunkers hidden in dense greenery, sometimes along canals so 
narrow that the boats could not turn around.  “It’s like the old days,” said the commodore of the River 
Assault Flotilla, “exchanging broadsides at 15 to 20 yards, pointblank 

 …..I went on a mission with the unique Mekong Delta Mobile Riverine Force.  The troops came 
from the U.S. Army’s 9th Infantry Division.  The U.S. Navy contributed River Assault Flotilla One, 
specialized armored craft up to 60 feet long: troop carriers, boats with tiny landing pads for helicopters, 
flame-throwing boats, monitors carrying mortars and turrets with cannon.  But for all their armor, ever 
vulnerable to VC rockets. 
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Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
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Francis Janssen B Co. 93rd Const Eng (08/67-07/68)
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Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
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John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
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Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV
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Dallas Abbott, A Co., 3rd/60th (06/67-06/68)
Bruce Anderson, B Co., 2nd/60th (12/68-05/ 69)
Keith Arboleda RivDiv 595 RAD 153 (06/69-06/70)
Charlie & Georginia Ardinger, RivRon 15,  T-151-11, 
5/68-7/69
Dale Ashley, USS Monmouth County, LST-1032 
(11/66-11/67)
Christian Bachofer Jr.,  ComRivDiv 92 (07/68-06/69)
Larry Banning, HHQ  2nd Brigade, 9th Inf..
Col. Dennis A Bassett, A Co., 3rd/60th (08/68-07/69)
David Beekman, USS Terrel County, LST 1157
Stephen Benedict , A Co 3rd/60th Inf. ( 03/68-03/69)
LTJG Pete Bernier, CSO RivDiv 112, 11/68 - 06/69
Thomas R. Bogner, A&C Cos, 2nd/39 Inf. (2/68-1/69)
Arthur Boyd, 5th Trans Bn.  LCU-1507
Bruce Branigan, D Co., 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
E.C. Brewer Jr., NSA Saigon detached to Dong Tam, 
(1/69-4/70)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69)
Michael J. Brown, COM RivRon13, CCB & ASPB 
(02/69-02/70)
Gary Bruno, USS Benewah, APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty. (1968-69)
Harold L. Burlage, T-131-10 (05/68-08/69)
Edwin “Greg” Carson, HQ CO 3rd/47th (1/66-1/68)
Jim Carter, RivRon 15, T-52 (12/69-12/70)
LTG. Robert Conaty, XO, RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Antonio D’Agostini, 15th Engineer, 9th Inf.
Frank De La Oliva, Harbor Clearance Unit One, (HUC-
1) & Combat Salvage Boat-3, (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
CDR David A. Desiderio, USCG (Ret), USCGC Pon-
tchartrain (WHEC-70) (1970)
Robert Dockendorff, NSA Dong Tam/YRBM-17 (03/67-
04/68)
William Duggan, RAS 13, M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett, T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)
Virgie Eblen, Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott, C Co. 3/60 (1976)
Dennis Erlandson, D Co. 3rd/47th (08/68-04/69)
Larry “Gunner” Ethridge, USS Askari, ARL-30 (07/69-
07/70)

Betty Farver, widow of Michael Farver
Joseph P. Ferrara, CO Riv Div 151
Anthonu Ferrarini,  B-3 3rd/60th Inf.
Robert Flaige, E Co, 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel, 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68)
Bill Frede, T-112-2 (01/67-10/67)
Roland Gagnon, USS Harnett County, LST821
John N. Gavin, USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
David R. Georgius, NAVAIRFAC AIRCOFAT, Logistics 
Helicopters (10/70-11/71)
James Goepel, A Co., 3rd/60th
Fred Green, USS Mercer, APB-39 (01/68-08/69)
Dallas Abbott,  A Co., 3rd/60th Inf (6/67-6/68)
Harry Hahn, RivRon 13, M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran, COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton  Jr.,. USS Mark, AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks, USS Benewah, APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
Michael Hanmer, RivRon 15, T-49
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood, RivRon 15,  T-52 (07/70-
12/70) & RID 48 (12/70-07/71)
Michael J. Harris, IUWG-1 Unit 3 (11/68-06/70)
Ray Harvey, Jr. USS Clarion River LSMR-409
LTJG Richard Hawkins, COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 
(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Joe Hilliard, Gunner, T-48 (09/69-03/70), and Boat 
Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
D. D. Hoffman, RivRon 9, ASPB 91-8 (03/67-03/68)
Bernard Howlett, GMGSN, USS Carronade, IFS-1 
(12/65-08/67)
James Hoyer, 1097th TC, (MB) (08/68-07/69)
Gary V. “Porky” Isbell,  A-131-1/T-131-3
David Jarczewski, C Co., 4th/47th Inf. 9th Div. (05/66-
05/68)
Bradley Jenkins, HHSB 3rd/34th, Arty. & 2nd/47th Mech 
(09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen, T-111-3 (1967-68)
Richard G. Jensen, A & E Cos 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-
11/67)
J. R. Johnson, Recon, 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Craig A. Jones, TF-115 (08/66-29/69)
David R. Jones, Riv 11, Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)
Frank Jones, RivDiv 152, T-48, Boat Captain (07/69-
07/70)
Thomas Kelley, USN (Ret) Ras 9 & RivDiv 152 (08/68-
06/69)

Chuck Kimball, GMG3,  RivDiv 92, RivDiv 153
John Klungreseter, T-111-2 & M-111-1
Gary L. Knox, RivRon 9, A-91-8 (01/68-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona, USA (Ret.), C Co. 3rd/60th Inf 
(1968-69)
Robert Langston, C Co, 2nd Plt, 2 4th/47th 9th Division 
(10/68-07/69)
Art “Lash” LaRue,   Zippo-3   RID-45  Alpha-67 (1/70-
1/71)
Jerry Lippincott, IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
Naval Advisory Group
Gary A. MacDonald, A Co., 9th Signal BN (1/68-11/68)
James H. MacDonald, B Co. 3rd/60th Inf.(11/67-03/68)
LTC Frank Mallon,  2nd/47th,  9th Inf.
Michael A. Marquez, A Co., 3rd Plt, 3rd/60th Inf 
(07/68-07/69)
Frank O. Martinolich, A. Co, 3rd/60th, 9th Inf Div. 
(03/68-03/69)
Vincent Matura, RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden,, USS Luzerne County, LST-902 
(6/69-7/70)
Paul A. Mayne, YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin, D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-
07/69)
Kenneth McLean, B Co. 4th/47th (11/68-01/69)
Stan Melton
Adam Metts, T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Nick Miller, COS, RivDiv 152 (07/68-06/69)
A. R. “Monti” Montillo, B Co., 3rd/60th Inf (04/68-09/68)
Joe Moore, USS Colleton, APB-36 (10/66-08/67)
Albert B. Moore, USS Benewah, and IUWG-1 (04/67-
0470)
J. Russell, and Alice Moore, T-91-5, (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran, B Co., 4th/47th Inf. (11/67-10/68)
William Nesmith, 9th Div. Artillery  3/69-3/70
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah, APB-35 (4/70-2/71)
Maj Joseph D. Nichols III, USA (Ret) CMDR., C Co., 
3rd/60th Inf. (02/67-10/67)
James Noyes, C Btry., 3rd/34th Arty. (06/67-06/68)
Jim Oberlander, B Co., 2nd/60th (3/70-10/70)
Christopher Olsen, T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Wayne S. Ortiz, B Co., 2nd Plt 3rd/60th (68-69)
Charles Ostrov, HHC 2nd/47th Mech Inf. (01/68-12/68)
Ed Paananen,. HQ., 3rd/47th, 9th Inf.. (05/66-06/68)
Capt. Jerry Pape, USN (Ret), Staff, COMRIVFLOT 
ONE (01/68-12/68)

Anthony L. Perez, USS Iredell County, LST-839 
(11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry, T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips,  D Co., 15th Combat Engi-
neers, 9th Inf.. (8/68-6/69)
Kenneth L Potter, USS Colleton, APB-36 (5/67-2/68)
Paul Ray, M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
Col. Henly, “Ed” Reed, HHC 2nd/60th Infantry
Bill & Donna Robinson, CO, USS Mark AKL-12 
(06/70-05/71)
Jerry Ross, T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Billie Sanders, RivRon 11, RAD 112,  T-112-1 & CCB-
112-1, 1967, Plankowner
Norman Saunders, B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
David J. Schell, RivRon 15, T-41 & T-48 (07/69-07/70)
Duane Schinn, Z-111-7 and M-111-2 (12/67-06/68)
F. George Schuster, LTJG, USS Indra, ARL-37 
(1968-69)
COL. Sam Schutte, Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (05/66-
1/68)
Thomas D. Scott, USS Colleton, APB-36 (12/66-4/68)
Pete Seitz, USS Askari, ARL-30   3/67-2/69
Bill Slover, XO, USS Colleton, APB-36, 11/66-4/68
John Smith, B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69)
Walter H. Snow RivDiv15 CCB-151-1
Marc Spilberg, 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-6/69)
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Jim Towey Co. B 2nd/60th Infantry (1068-08/69)
B Co 2nd/60th Air Mobile 9th Inf. (01/69-05/69)
Pedro Vasquez    Tango 111-4
GMGI Ricky Vice USN (Ret.) T-131-7 (03/68-05/69) & 
NAG (01/71-06/72)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-0268)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
YFU-4  Naval Support Activity Danang
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-
08/70)
BMCM Donald Wiita USN (Ret) T-111-13 (03/67-02/68)
Jeffrey Withers
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34 Arty (05/66-
12/67)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)


