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 Message From the Radio Shack 

Hello, from the Radio Shack! 

This is your LAST CHANCE to sign up and attend the reunion. We only have registration by mail.  Do it 
now. If you come on site and try to register, it will cost you a lot more. We extended our mail in dates for 
registration to Sept 1st allowing for the later mail in forms. As I have said previously, on-site registration 
is costly, so SIGN UP NOW. Our staff wants to enjoy their time also at the reunion, and there are only 
two short times that you can register on site. ON SITE REGISTRATION IS CASH, ORCHECK!  NO 
CREDIT CARDS! The last chance sign-up form is in this edition of River Currents. You will notice that 
we have an early agenda for the reunion in this River Currents.  One of the HUGE additions to the agenda 
is a Saturday night FREE BUFFET DINNER. This will be a Banquet of Heroes where we will also 
announce the agreement that we have to provide all MRFA members with a Quilt of Valor personalized 
Quilt. The details of this will be rolled out at the banquet dinner. Following the dinner there will be DJ 
music and dancing for those of you with light feet!!!!!! Not me!!!The Mobile Riverine Museum is OPEN 
at the Russell Road Military Museum, right on the Illinois/Wisconsin border on I-94. Take the Russell 
Road Exit. You will enjoy their nice MRF exhibit there along with a huge military display of helicopters, 
aircraft, boats (PBR) and more 

We are grateful to the Johnson Family Fund for their very generous donation to our MRF documentary 
and our reunion. The Arballos are feverously working towards completion. 

That is all!  See you at the reunion! 

Harry….Out!  

Harry Hahn, President.  

 SparksRivRon13@aol.com  
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Happy New Year!!

This is a SPECIAL EDITION of the 
River Currents. Our mission here in this 
edition is to make sure everyone has 
an opportunity to attend the upcoming 
important events in 2025.  This includes 
the Premiere of the documentary “Mobile 
Riverine Force” in San Diego on the 
USS Midway and our September 2025 
biennial reunion in St. Louis. Your 
responses are timely, so please act right 
away!

With respect to the Documentary 
Premiere, we have many people staying 
at the LOEWS hotel in Coronado and 
taking the bus to the USS Midway for 
the March 25th Premiere. There are a 
limited number of rooms left under the 
MFRA code MFR 324 $291each. When 
the rooms are gone, they are gone. I 
have exhausted all efforts to obtain more 
rooms. 

The exact timing of events is still not 
nailed down, but will look something like 
this:

March 24th - arrival at LOEWS 
Coronado for “Gathering of the Troops”

March 24th – 3:00 PM Bayfront Room 
opens at LOEWS to obtain your badge 
and information for events and meeting 
up with friends.

March 25th – Buses board late afternoon 
from LOEWS Coronado for USS 
Midway (you must be staying at LOEWS 
hotel and have an MRFA ID badge to 
board bus). Check in for timing as it is 
subject to change, so get updated agenda 
in Bayfront Room.

March 25th – 6:00 PM arrive at USS 
Midway for event 

March 25th – 9:30 PM busses return 
from USS Midway to LOEWS Coronado 
for LOEWS hotel guests only

March 26th – 10:30 AM board buses 
from LOEWS Coronado for US Navy 
Amphibious Base Coronado Vietnam 
Unit Memorial.

March 26th -  11:00 AM Memorial 
Service at the Vietnam Unit Memorial 
Coronado wall. Buses will depart back to 
LOEWS Hotel at 1 PM.

(Most people will either depart for home 
late on the 26th or on the 27th. More 
details of events and timing to follow.)

We will have finger food in the Bayfront 
Room on the 24th and 26th around 5 
PM. There is a concession on the USS 
Midway to obtain free food and drink for 
MRFA members and guests prior to the 
documentary. The MRFA will provide 
chits for you to obtain food and drink 
with your badge.

If you are going to the USS Midway 
directly and not staying at the LOEWS, 
you are on your own for transportation. 
However, if you send a registration to 
attend the documentary, and you note 
that you are attending and going directly 
to the Midway, we will give you a badge 
at the Midway for all MRFA members 
completing the form. This badge is NOT 
good for transportation. IF anyone of 
your friends or relatives wish to obtain 
a ticket to attend directly, they can go 
to the Eventbrite website for a free 
ticket at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/world-premiere-of-the-mobile-
riverine-force-documentary-tickets-
1227153672669?utm_experiment=test_
share_listing&aff=ebdsshios

With respect to the September reunion 
in St. Louis. You must have your form 
into us for FREE MRFA member 
reunion attendance by April 1st. The 
reason for this is to make sure we have 
the necessary information for shirt sizes 
and other necessary info to make this a 
successful event. 

OK……. You have your homework to do 
now! Let’s make this great attendance at 
all the events. 

Harry Hahn, President, 
SparksRivRon13@aol.com
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only go to seed about every 4 to 7 years. As kids, 
we would go out and pick them with our parents 
and grandparents. I was craving them and I told 
one of my sisters in one of my letters, so a few 
weeks later, I got them in a care package.”

Several guys mentioned getting “Playboy” 
magazines. I received one myself from my girl-
friend, Judi. Before she sent it, she and my sister, 
Judy, went through it and put swim suits on every 
single picture (even cartoons), with a Magic 
Marker. All the guys on our boat were mad at ME!

Gene Richardson said he received a Play-
boy from his mother. “My wonderful Methodist 
mother. What a shock. It was so out of charac-
ter on her part, but very welcome by my whole 
platoon.”

Gary Grahn got a BOX of Playboys from an old 
high school buddy.

Jerry Hammel’s grandpa had drug stores. Jerry 
scored a package of condoms and Playboys.

Billy Two Feathers snagged one of the more 
“unusual” care packages. His brother’s “hippie 
girlfriend” sent him some “special ingredient” 
brownies, for his 19th birthday. “Even the first 
shirt liked them. He had two!” The “special in-
gredient” was easily available in Vietnam, but 
you know what they say about how “the grass is 
always greener,” or something…..

Some of the packages were a little more “edgy.” 
Daniel Seidenberg received a Marine combat 
knife. Craig R. Smolinski got a Case pocket knife 
from his sister, which he still has.

Ken House was gifted a Colt 25 auto for his 
back pocket. Col. Monte G. Euler got a .38 caliber 
pistol.

Several guys received Jiffy Pop, popcorn, in-
cluding Carl J. Kramer, Jerry Smith, Walter Lee, 
and Mike Boylen, of B Company, 3/47. They all 
heated it up using C-4, with mixed results. Jerry 
Smith said they heated it with C-4 in a C ration 
can, but “It burned so hot, it just melted all the 
popcorn kernels.” The other guys apparently had 
better luck.

Harless W. White received “a green wool 
sweater.” John Patrick Descoteaux got an olive 
drab Air Force uniform, to replace his polyester 
greens. Frank Jones received many pairs of tire 
tread sandals and wide leather watch bands.

Cliff Mulder received the heartwarming gift of 
a small heater for the monsoon season.

Joe Rosner received mosquito repellent, which 
was ALWAYS in need in the Mekong Delta!

Dale C. Simpson’s family sent him a yellow, 
orange and green stuffed duck. One morning, 

Dale’s hootch took a 122 shell, leaving the hootch 
in shambles, but his duck survived, unscathed.

A third grade class in Seattle sent Ken Bago 
thirty letters.

There were touching, sweet stories of care 
packages. Pat Hartley’s wife sent him the igni-
tion key for a new car she bought. She didn’t let 
anyone else use the ash tray until Pat got home, 
almost a year later. John Turner’s girlfriend, who 
is now his wife of 49 years, wrote to him several 
times a week and sent him care packages three 
to four times a month. She usually sent banana 
nut bread and dozens of cookies. His buddies al-
ways circled around him at “mail call.”

Steve Hopper received fudge that his mother 
made for the family, for as long as he could re-
member. He and two of his brothers served in 
Vietnam, and she sent her fudge to all three of 
them. She renamed her recipe, “Overseas Fudge.” 
His family still calls it that, today. She would pack 
it in popcorn and it was still creamy and good 
when it arrived. They still make her fudge every 
year,at Christmas.

Mike McCann’s mom sent him crayons and col-
oring books to give to the Vietnamese children.

William Marlow got a package of toy 
cowboys and Indians to give away to the 
local kids, when they were on outpost 
duty, like guarding bridges or MedCaps. 
As he recalls, few of them made it to kids, 
because Tiger Scouts found them in his 
gear while they were on their way to the 
outpost and quickly had them out of the 
bags. The Tiger Scouts played with them 
on the deck of the Tango boat.

Bruce Peters got his wedding ring sent 
to him, buried in fudge. It wasn’t accom-
panied with a “Dear John” letter; quite 
the contrary. Bruce had been told that the guys 
shouldn’t wear rings, watches, or other jewel-
ry in the field, so Bruce left all of that at home. 
When he arrived in Vietnam and saw guys walk-
ing around “looking like Mr. T.” He wrote to her 
and told her to send it to him. “She ‘hid’ it in a 
coffee can full of fudge. What a mess when it ar-
rived! She did ensure the coffee can's contents 
for $100.00, what she had paid for the ring. We 
were within a day of putting in an insurance 
claim when it arrived, all beat up but after eat-
ing all the fudge, using my three middle fingers 
to scoop it out, there was the ring still wearing it 
50 years later.”

Huston Johnson got a package from someone 
that was simply meant for someone serving in 
Vietnam. He sent a letter back to let them know 
he received their package. From then on, and for 

every week, he got a box of cookies, a cake, or 
cupcakes.

Louis Dominguez’s mother would record 
“Laugh-In,” every week and send him the tape 
reel. Out in the mud, most of the time meant that 
it would sometimes be a while before he could 
find a portable tape machine to play it back.

Jack Miller’s sister sent him nylons to give to 
the nurses for special treatment when he was in 
the hospital. Jack says that it worked. “They loved 
them.”

Ken Hogan told us, “My mother sent me an 
American flag that our Congressman had flown 
over the Nation’s capital and the Illinois State 
House. It flew on two boats, in-country, and 
now on my houseboat, 50 years later. A gift from 
home, then and now, is a symbol of all of our 
Brother’s sacrifices.”

The underlying message of all of these care 
packages is that despite the fact that some, back 
in the states thought badly of those of us who 
served in Vietnam, we had loved ones, friends, 
and family that not only loved us, but showed 
it in their letters and packages. We need to re-

member them and forget the haters. If you have 
stories about the care packages you received, we 
would like to hear them! Please send to terry.
s8er@yahoo.com!   ★

BECAUSE THEY CARED 
Continued from previous page

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
magazine has reported that Retired 
US Air Force Master Sgt. James Tiley 
Williams died, December 19, 2018, 
in Corriganville, Maryland, at age 84. 
Williams may have been one of the 
country’s most recognized Vietnam 
War veterans. Sometimes known as 
“The Man at The Wall,” he posed for 
the artist Lee Teter as a businessman 
visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial. As “The VVA” veteran” magazine 
reported it, “The result was the iconic 

painting, Reflections, in which Wil-
liams is pictured deep in thought, his 
head bowed, and with one hand on 
The Wall.”

As a former businessman who has 
visited The Wall three times, this 
painting meant a great deal to me. 
I have print #2997 hanging in my 
“Man Cave.”

The magazine reports that Teter 
licensed the rights to “Reflections” to 
Chapter 172 of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America.  ★

Reflections artist has died

The Mobile Riverine Force 
and 9th Infantry Division 

Vietnam Page. After you send 
a request to join the group, 
Bob Pries will approve your 

request to join the group.

Your membership 
expiration date is 
printed on your 

River Currents just 
above your name 

and address.

Contact the Editor
If you have questions, stories, or 
comments for “River Currents,” 

please e-mail Terry Sater, at terry.
s8er@yahoo.com  Not all stories 

can be published.  All must be 
family friendly. We want a good 

balance of Army and Navy stories, 
so please participate!

Please send Frank Jones any 
changes in address, phone number 
or e-mail addresses so that he can 

keep our database updated.

His address is: 
9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026

Frank’s e-mail address is 
mrfatango48@gmail.com

Contact Changes

2025 MRFA & 9th Infantry Division 
Coronado Gathering and 

Documentary Premier
Registration Form

This is NOT your Hotel form. make Hotel Reservation 
separately 

March 24th, 25th, 26th 2025 - Loews, Coronado, CA

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Unit in Vietnam _____________________________________Dates _________________ 

Street____________________________________________________________________ 
City______________________________________ State________  Zip_______________ 
Phone_________________________  or Cell ____________________________________ 
E-mail ___________________________________________________________________
Send my registration confirmation to me by email Ye s □ No □

□ No guests □ First reunion

          City State
_____________________ ________ 
_____________________ ________ 
_____________________ ________ 
_____________________ ________ 

Name(s): Spouse/Guest(s)
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ _____________________ ________ 

Registration fee: NO CHARGE

Please send this form to: Frank Jones
9 San Marino Parkway 

Fenton, MO 63026
314-303-2730

mrfatango48@gmail.com 
by March 1st, 2025

Note: You need to check in at the MRFA Bayside gathering room to receive your
name tag. Your name tag is your admittance to bus rides and USS Midway!

________ 
________ 
________ 
________ 
________ 

Number of people for bus to USS Midway on March 25th ________ 

Number of people for bus ride to Vietnam Memorial on March 26th ________ 

You must make your hotel reservation separately. 
LOEWS Coronado is now $269 per night plus a $22 per day resort fee. 
Parking is extra.

Address: 4000 Coronado Bay Rd, Coronado, CA 92118
Phone: (619) 424-4000

MRFA room block code is MFR 324
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Proprietary & Confidential 

MRFA Recipient Information - all fields are required except county and nickname 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Preferred 
Name: 

Honorable Conditions 

Street Address: 

Address Line 2: 

City, ST, Zip 

County (if known): 

Email: 

Phone Number: 

Discharge Status: 

Army Navy  

 OtherCoast Guard   

Dates of Service (year to year): 

Discharge Rank: 

Name: 

Group Address: 

Email: 

Ginger Fondren

P.O. Box 103, Gladeville TN  37071-0103
ginger.fondren@QOVF.org

Dis-Honorable Conditions 

E.g.: E1-E10, WO1-WO5, and O1-O10

Our Mission Statement: To cover Service Members and Veterans touched by war 
with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

Please use space below signature to provide information about locations of service (e.g., stateside, deployments, countries).   
Example:  France, Germany, Korea, Vietnam, Panama, Beirut, Granada, Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Africa, Somalia, the 
Middle East, anti-terrorism operations and terrorism attacks against Armed Forces personnel. You may also provide 
comments about the nominee regarding unit or ship assignment, duties or responsibilities while serving, experiences, or 
other information that will help personalize and make the ceremony meaningful for the recipient. Please add service 
location, duties, medals/ribbons or any other information you would like to share to help make the award ceremony more 
personal for all involved. Add extra sheet if necessary for all information.

I certify that I have read the QOVF Mission Statement, and affirm the information I provided is accurate.

 Signature: 

Printed Name: 

Date: 

MAIL THIS FORM TO
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THE USS 
MIDWAY 
CVB-41

Named for the U.S. Navy’s landmark 
victory at the Battle of Midway, USS 
Midway (CVB-41) was commissioned 
10 September 1945 with Captain Joseph 
F. Bolger in command. She began her 
service with the Navy just eight days 
after the instrument of surrender was 
signed by representatives of the Allied 
and Japanese governments onboard 
USS Missouri (BB-63) in Tokyo Bay. 
Midway, first in her class, was at the 
time the largest ship in the world, and 
the first U.S. aircraft carrier that was 
too big to transit the Panama Canal. 
The “supercarrier” was equipped 
with an armored flight deck, weighed 
in at 45,000 tons at commissioning, 
housed more than 100 aircraft, and was 
complimented by a crew of more than 
4,000 Sailors and Marines.

In June 1951, Midway was conducting 
suitability tests off the Virginia Capes. 
On 23 June, Commander George 
Duncan, who was the recipient of the 
Navy Cross and the Silver Star during 
World War II, attempted to land his F9F 
Panther on Midway when a downdraft 
just aft of the stern caused him to crash. 
The aircraft’s fuselage broke away and 
rolled down the deck. He survived the 
dramatic crash, but was badly burned. 
He returned to flying six months later. 
Footage of the crash has been used in 
several films, including Men of the 
Fighting Lady, Midway, and The Hunt 
for Red October.

In June 1991, Midway participated in 
Operation Fiery Vigil, the evacuation 
of military members and their families 
from Clark Air Base on the island of 
Luzon after the eruption of Mount 
Pinatubo. Later that year, Midway 
steamed to Pearl Harbor, where she was 

relieved as the forward deployed carrier 
in Yokosuka, Japan. She then steamed to 
Seattle for a port visit before ultimately 
making her final voyage to San Diego. 
Decommissioned on 11 April 1992, 
Midway was stricken from the Naval 
Vessel Register on 17 March 1997. On 29 
August 2003, Midway was donated to the 
San Diego Aircraft Museum, and began 
operation as a museum ship on 13 January 
2004.   

Courtesy, 

Located in downtown San Diego, the 
USS Midway (Museum) was America’s 
longest-serving aircraft carrier of the 20th 
century. Today, the interactive museum is 
an unforgettable adventure for the entire 
family as guests walk in the footsteps of 
the 225,000 young men who served on 
Midway.

USS Midway vs Gerald R. Ford Carrier

The USS Midway and the Gerald R. 
Ford-class carriers represent different 
eras in naval aviation technology and 
design. Here’s a comparison of the two:

USS Midway: Commissioned in 1945, 
the USS Midway was one of the largest 
aircraft carriers of its time, designed to 
carry a large air group. It was 901 feet 
(274.3 meters) long at the waterline and 
had a beam of 119 feet (36.3 meters). The 
Midway class was designed to operate at 
a speed of 33 knots (61 km/h; 38 mph) 
and could carry around 100 aircraft. It was 
powered by 12 Babcock & Wilcox boilers, 
providing a total output of 212,000 shaft 
horsepower (158,000 kW).

Gerald R. Ford-class carriers: These are 
the latest generation of aircraft carriers for 
the US Navy, with the USS Gerald R. Ford 
being the lead ship of the class. The Gerald 
R. Ford-class carriers are 333 meters (1,092 
feet) long, with a beam of 40.8 meters (134 
feet) and a flight deck width of 78 meters 
(256 feet). They displace approximately 
100,000 tons (full load) and can operate 
at speeds exceeding 30 knots (56 km/h; 
35 mph). The carriers are powered by two 
Bechtel A1B nuclear reactors and can carry 
up to 75 aircraft.

In summary, the Gerald R. Ford-class 
carriers are significantly larger and more 
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the Panama Canal. The “supercarrier” was equipped with an armored flight deck, weighed in at 45,000 
tons at commissioning, housed more than 100 aircraft, and was complimented by a crew of more than 
4,000 Sailors and Marines.

In June 1951, Midway was conducting suitability tests off the Virginia Capes. On 23 June, Commander 
George Duncan, who was the recipient of the Navy Cross and the Silver Star during World War II, 
attempted to land his F9F Panther on Midway when a downdraft just aft of the stern caused him to 
crash. The aircraft’s fuselage broke away and rolled down the deck. He survived the dramatic crash, but 
was badly burned. He returned to flying six months later. Footage of the crash has been used in several 
films, including Men of the Fighting Lady, Midway, and The Hunt for Red October.
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families from Clark Air Base on the island of Luzon after the eruption of Mount Pinatubo. Later that year, 
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attempted to land his F9F Panther on Midway when a downdraft just aft of the stern caused him to 
crash. The aircraft’s fuselage broke away and rolled down the deck. He survived the dramatic crash, but 
was badly burned. He returned to flying six months later. Footage of the crash has been used in several 
films, including Men of the Fighting Lady, Midway, and The Hunt for Red October.

In June 1991, Midway participated in Operation Fiery Vigil, the evacuation of military members and their 
families from Clark Air Base on the island of Luzon after the eruption of Mount Pinatubo. Later that year, 
Midway steamed to Pearl Harbor, where she was relieved as the forward deployed carrier in Yokosuka, 
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Courtesy, 

Located in downtown San Diego, the USS Midway (Museum) was America’s longest-serving aircraft 
carrier of the 20th century. Today, the interactive museum is an unforgettable adventure for the entire 
family as guests walk in the footsteps of the 225,000 young men who served on Midway.

USS Midway vs Gerald R. Ford Carrier

The USS Midway and the Gerald R. Ford-class carriers represent different eras in naval aviation 
technology and design. Here’s a comparison of the two:

USS Midway: Commissioned in 1945, the USS Midway was one of the largest aircraft carriers of its time, 
designed to carry a large air group. It was 901 feet (274.3 meters) long at the waterline and had a beam 
of 119 feet (36.3 meters). The Midway class was designed to operate at a speed of 33 knots (61 km/h; 38 
mph) and could carry around 100 aircraft. It was powered by 12 Babcock & Wilcox boilers, providing a 
total output of 212,000 shaft horsepower (158,000 kW).

Gerald R. Ford-class carriers: These are the latest generation of aircraft carriers for the US Navy, with the 
USS Gerald R. Ford being the lead ship of the class. The Gerald R. Ford-class carriers are 333 meters 
(1,092 feet) long, with a beam of 40.8 meters (134 feet) and a flight deck width of 78 meters (256 feet). 
They displace approximately 100,000 tons (full load) and can operate at speeds exceeding 30 knots (56 
km/h; 35 mph). The carriers are powered by two Bechtel A1B nuclear reactors and can carry up to 75 
aircraft.

In summary, the Gerald R. Ford-class carriers are significantly larger and more technologically advanced 
than the USS Midway. They feature modern nuclear propulsion, advanced radar systems, and an 
Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System (EMALS) to replace traditional steam catapults. The Gerald R. 
Ford-class carriers also have a reduced crew size compared to the Midway, thanks to increased 
automation and efficiency improvements.

LOWES CORONADO BAY RESORT
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The 440-room Loews Coronado 
Bay Resort was opened in 1991 on 
a 15-acre spur of land jutting into 
San Diego Bay. Like other Loews 
Properties around the United States, 
it is owned by the Tisch Family, 
which operates the hotel business 
and other subsidiaries through Loews 
Corporation, a holding company.

Of greatest interest to the Loews 
Coronado Bay Resort is the fact that 
Jonathan Tisch became the travel 
guru of the family. He became the 
CEO of Loews Hotels in 1989, 
and also served as chairman of the 
U.S. Travel Association, lobbying 
governments on behalf of all 
segments of the travel industry. As 
Loews Hotels CEO, he initiated the 
“Good Neighbor Policy,” which 
donates used hotel furniture, dry 
goods, and leftover food to local 
communities. The Points of Light 
Foundation, created by former 
U.S. President George H. W. Bush, 
presented Jonathan with a President’s 
Service Award in 1996. Jonathan’s 
other initiatives promoted sustainable 
agriculture and energy-saving 
measures.
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(Insert Quilts of Valor Form) 
Letter From a Member’s Wife 
Madeline B. Wollner 

Before August 17,1968, I had no idea who James Parker Wollner was! However, one hour after he 
returned home to NJ, He changed my life forever! 

I was at a rehearsal party for two college classmates' wedding. Unbeknownst to me, the groom-to-be was 
a boyhood friend of Jim's. The groom's parents were hosting the dinner directly across the street from the 
place where the groom and assorted friends hung out. When the groom saw Jim, or "Tinker" as all his 
friends called him, was there. He summoned Jim to join the dinner.  

It turns out Jim had just arrived home from Vietnam, a few weeks early, due to a family emergency. He 
had spent an hour with his parents and then went to see his friends. The groom had no idea he was coming 
home early and was very apologetic for not inviting him to his wedding because he wasn't supposed to be 
home yet. All the guests at the party had no idea who this tall, blonde, tanned guy was, and we were very 
interested to find out! That is when we found out he had just spent the past 11 months in VIETNAM! 
After some conversation, the groom asked "Tinker" to come to his wedding the next day. Tinker 
responded that he wouldn't know anyone there since most guests were the groom's college friends. The 
groom said, "No problem, sit with Madeline, and you'll know everyone in five minutes!" Well, Tinker did, 
and the rest was history, except he took one of the bridesmaids home! 

Six months later, we were engaged and one year after that we were married. 

We spent our honeymoon in Washington DC. Jim went back to school to complete his degree.  

Over the following 56 years I learned so much about Vietnam, and not only the weekly body count that 
was reported on the news. 

      

The 440-room Loews Coronado Bay Resort was opened in 1991 on a 15-acre spur of land jutting into San 
Diego Bay. Like other Loews Properties around the United States, it is owned by the Tisch Family, which 
operates the hotel business and other subsidiaries through Loews Corporation, a holding company. 

Of greatest interest to the Loews Coronado Bay Resort is the fact that Jonathan Tisch became the travel 
guru of the family. He became the CEO of Loews Hotels in 1989, and also served as chairman of the U.S. 
Travel Association, lobbying governments on behalf of all segments of the travel industry. As Loews 
Hotels CEO, he initiated the “Good Neighbor Policy,” which donates used hotel furniture, dry goods, and 
leftover food to local communities. The Points of Light Foundation, created by former U.S. President 
George H. W. Bush, presented Jonathan with a President’s Service Award in 1996. Jonathan’s other 
initiatives promoted sustainable agriculture and energy-saving measures. 
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2025 MRFA & 9th Infantry Division Reunion 
Registration Form
9/18/25 TO 9/21/25

(PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY) 

 City State 
_____ 

 State 

Grand Total Enclosed

Yes   □    No

Note: You will still have to pick up your name tag and lanyard at the check-in table. There will be no 
admission to hospitality rooms without your name tag and lanyard.  NO EXCEPTIONS! CHECK-IN 
WILL BE OPEN ON THURSDAY, SEPT. 18, 9AM TO 5PM AND FRIDAY, SEPT. 19, 9 AM TO 
1PM.
 Only activity on Sept. 21st is breakfast and checkout!
ONLY SEND THE FLIGHT FORM IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ADA 
TRANSPORTATION! Please fill out the 2025 MRFA Reunion Flight Form and send to Frank Jones

Shuttle to Soldier’s Memorial, Gateway Arch, St. Louis Zoo and Hollywood Casino, Old Town St. 
Charles on a first come, first serve basis. Shuttles will operate on Friday (10am to 4pm) and 
Saturday (1pm to 5pm). Shuttles are free! St. Louis Zoo is free!

Bus to Vietnam Wall in Perryville on Friday, Sept. 19 at 10am. Number of passengers _____. 
BUS RIDE TO PERRYVILLE IS FREE, BUT YOU MUST SIGN UP WHEN REGISTERING!!

Please send this form with your check or money order payable to the MRFA. Mail to MRFA 2025 
Reunion, C/O Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, MO 63026 before 9/1/2025

Full refund for cancellations will be made until 9/1/2025.  After this date NO REFUNDS will be 
made.  Returned checks will be charged a $25 processing fee.

$____________

$________
$  0, 75 or $100

Registration is for member and 1 guest  (Does not cover lodging, food or drinks)      

RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  FFRREEEE  ttoo    MMEEMMBBEERR  aanndd  SSPPOOUUSSEE//SSIIGGNNIIFFIICCAANNTT  OOTTHHEERR  iiff  
rreeggiisstteerreedd  bbyy  AApprriill  11,,  22002255..  AAfftteerr  AApprriill  11,,  22002255  $$7755    for Member -   NNoonnmmeemmbbeerr  
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn $$110000. OONN  SSIITTEE//LLAATTE RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  FFOORR  MMEEMMBBEERRSS::  (($$112255))    NNOONN--
MMEEMMBBEERRSS::  (($$115500)MMUUSSTT  PPAAYY  WWIITTHH  AA  CCHHEECCKK!!!!  NNOO  CCAASSHH!!!!TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY  AANNDD  
FFRRIIDDAAYY   11PPMM  TTOO  22PPMM.. PPLLEEAASSEE SIGN UUPP  AATT   CCHHEECCKK--IINN  TTAABBLLEE..
Total number of other guest(s) _____ x $_______ea.  Guests under 12 are free   ee $__________ 

XS       S        M       L       XL     2XL

Name - Spouse/Significant Other
________________________________ ________________

Name - Additional Guests

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Send my registration form to me by e-mail

Woman's T- Shirt Size

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Unit in Vietnam (1 unit only) _______________________     Dates ________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________________ State ________   Zip ____________ 
Phone _________________________ E-Mail _________________________________

Member's Polo Shirt Size
M   L       XL   2XL  3XL

 City

   _____________________

    _____________________ 

    _____________________         

______

First reunion

______

______

Check here if "Tall"

0

0
0

25
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This section is for members who wish to sponsor the MRFA by placing a 
notice in memory of one of their fallen comrades. In some instances, 
the name of the sponsor will precede the name of the person who was 
KIA, or has passed on since Vietnam. It’s $25 for four issues.

A fellow veteran, Harold & Beverly Bailey, David Blossom, Kimberly Butler, 
Delmar & Diane Cable, Robert & Barbara Crowley, Dean & Karen Despelder, 
Dick & Lisa Dorato, Steve & Leah Futch, Godfrey Lee Education Association, 
Lois J Host, J. H. & S. L. Nauta, Mrs. Artel Scheid, Gabriel S Snyder, Karen 
& Mark Vander Vliet, John F. Williams, David & Lavonne Yoder, and Connie L 
Young in memory of David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)

William Blauser for Thomas Gaudet, David Land, and Jose Campos our 151 
Division brothers that were KIAs

MajGeneral Lucien Bolduc, Jr. USA (Ret) for Guy Tutwiler
Bill Buffie in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam)
John and Doris Chrzanowski in memory of SP/4 Humberto Ruiz Santiago Jr. 

Grenadier A Co. 4th Bn 47th Inf. Rgt 9th Inf. Div. Died of wounds 06/27/69, 
Kien Hoa, South Vietnam (DC Wall Panel 21W Ln 025)

Mike Clark in memory of Laurence Welk (KIA May 1967) and Lydes Gardner 
(KIA Sept 1967) 4th/39th 9th Inf Div

Janice Dahlke for son Cpl. Randy R.Mueller D Co. 2nd/47th KIA 03/03/69
Fran Divelbiss for Cdr. Dave Divelbiss, Supply Officer on Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE, USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-68)
Sgt Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert 

“Bob” Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede for BM1 Guy Dail and Johnny Maness T-112-2
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory of 

Monte Marten B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/69)
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd/39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory 

for John Nielsen B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/70)
Nan Fulton for LtGen Bill Fulton Cdr 2nd Bde Asst Div Cdr 9th Inf Div (1966-68)
Regina Gooden for Sgt Lloyd Earl Valentine B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 09/05/68
Gordon Hillesland for Pat Lawson NSA Dong Tam (1967-68)
Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack from Florida and Donald Hartzell from Pennsylvania
Sally Jackson for Paul Nace USS Colleton APB-36 (09/68-11/69)
Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
Doris May Johnson in memory of Franklin Johnson TF 117 1967 Purple Heart 

Vet
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68) for Walker, Paredez, Gotch, 

Hayes, Nelson, and Howard
Richard MacCullagh for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN (Ret) RivRon 15
Richard MacCullagh for Chaplain Rene L. Petit, LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Kaye Marten, Travis Marten, and Tristen Marten in memory of Monte Marten 

(husband, father, and grandfather) B Co. 2nd/39th 9th Inf Div (1968-69)
Adam Metts for Donald L. Bruckart T-111-2 KIA 03/31/69
Albert Moore for Ralph Tresser CS3 USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
Albert Moore for Tom Bityk CS3 IUWG-1 VC-Hill/Ha Tien (1969-70)
Albert and Sara Moore for Capt Gerald Saucier CO USS Benewah APB-35 

(09/66-02/68)
Victoria Mortensen in memory of G. Thomas “Morto” Mortensen RivDiv 92 

A-92-8 (01/68-11/69)
Roy Moseman for Oscar Santiago C-2 4th/47th (10/67-10/68)
Herman Murphy EN2 for USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig 

Bronish MR3, and George Schnieder MR2
Major J. D. Nichols III CMDR C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-11/67) for Alfred 

Cornejo, Anthony Galeno, Richard Lasher, Rudolph Melendez, Sigfredo 
Pinto-Pinto, and Garrett Reid KIAs 08/20/67

Jasper Northcutt for SSGT Henry T. Aragon B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/23/67, SGT 
James E. Boorman B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/27/67, SP4 James D. Bronakoski 
B-2 2nd/47th KIA 04/27/67, SP4 Michael G. Hartnett B-2 2nd/47th KIA 
04/27/67, SGT William D. Mize B-2 2nd/47th and 5th/60th KIA 10/28/67, 
CPL Harold K. Southwick B-2 2nd/47th Inf KIA 03/02/67 (first KIA in B Co. 
2nd/47th in Vietnam), and PFC Robert C. Voltz B-1 2nd/47th Inf (Mech) KIA 
03/11/67 (first KIA1st Platoon B Co. 2nd/47th in Vietnam)

Claire Siebert for GMG3 Richard Siebert IUWG-1 Unit 3, Qui Nhon (03/67-
01/69)

Chet “Gunner” Stanley for all the USN and USA KIAs of the MRF (1967-70)
Ken Sundberg for Michael David Sheahan 5th/60th KIA 02/25/68, Robert 

L. Conley 5th/60th KIA 02/01/68, and Glenn Dean Taylor 5th/60th KIA 
02/01/68

Robert Sutton for LT James F. Rost Jr. Vin Te Canal Chau Duc KIA 11/69
Okey Toothman in memory of Major General Lucien “Blackie Bolduc
Okey Toothman in memory of Sgt Dick Arnold A Co. 3rd/47th, Max DelaC 

Okey Toothman in memory of Judy Wallace
Steven Totcoff for my brother CPL Dennis S. Totcoff B Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf 

Div KIA 5/2/68
ruz and G. P. Jones C Co. 3rd/47th
USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig Bronish MR3, and George 

Schnieder MR2
USS Guide MSO-447 for Shipmate and Brother Harold Foster
Henry Velez for my fallen brothers, B Co. 2nd/39th Inf
CPT Steve Williams and MAJ Bob Bischoff in memory of 2LT David George 

Williams, Co A, 4/47th, KIA 9/21/67
David Wilson 2nd/60th, KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 

06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th 
Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Airborne KIA 
08/23/69

Luis Peraza for SSG Michael K. Lewis KIA 06/13/69, SGT Harold H. Hunter KIA 
01/27/69, and brothers of D Co 3/60th KIA during 1968-69

In Memory Of

French
Member Robert A. 

French passed away 
March 26, 2019. Robert 
served in C Co 4th/47th 
(Riverine Infantry) 9th 
Infantry Division (05/66-
05/68). Robert is sur-
vived by his wife Char-
lene K. French, Tampa, FL, 
rfrench13@tampabay.
rr.com. May our Brother 
rest in peace.

Member Jerry Shock-
ley passed away October 
16, 2018. Jerry served in 
HHC 3rd/60th Infantry 
(12/67-12/68). Jerry 
is survived by his wife 
Barbara.

William “Bill” McMul-
len passed away Febru-
ary 12, 2019. Bill served 
with C Co. 6th/31st Inf. 
(04/68-04/690). At the 
time of his passing, Bill 
was residing in Welling-
ton, Florida.

Stull
Member Col Terry G. 

Stull USA (Ret.) passed 
away April 6, 2019 fol-
lowing a battle with 
congestive heart failure. 
As a proud West Point 
graduate of the Class of 
1966, he bravely served 
two tours in Vietnam. 
Col Stull served with A 
Co 3rd/47th 9th Infantry 
Division River Raiders 
(11/66-12/67). He en-
joyed a successful career 
in the Army, retiring as a 
Colonel in 1993. Col Stull 

is survived by his wife Ar-
letta, Senatobia, Missis-
sippi, stuli1966@yahoo.
com.

Powell
Member Frank L. 

Powell passed away May 
7, 2018. Frank served 
onboard the USS Nueces 
APB-40 (03/69-05/70). 
Frank is survived by his 
wife Patty Keith.

Hall
Daniel E. Hall Jr. 

passed away April 6, 
2019. Daniel served with 
Charlie Co. 9th Inf. Divi-
sion Vietnam (1968-69). 
Daniel is survived by his 
wife Kathy. I’m very proud 
of my dad. He will be 
greatly missed, Lisa Hall.

Kershner
Member BM1 Paul 

Kershner (USN Ret.) 
passed away April 27, 
2019. Paul was Boat 
Captain of Tango 112-
12 and Tango 152-10 
(T-50) (01/69-02/70). 
Paul is survived by his 
wife Tazuko Kershner. 
You may contact the fam-
ily c/o his son Paul Jr., 

484-512-0316.

Westling
Member Reverend 

Lester Leon Westling Jr. 
(Chaplain Captain USN 
Ret.) passed away May 2, 
2019. Reverend Westling 
first served 14 months 
with the 3rd Battalion, 
9th Marine Regiment at 
Camp Carroll in I Corps 
near the DMZ. His second 
tour of duty was with 
the Naval Support Activ-
ity, Saigon in IV Corps 
(05/69-05/70). When 
his tour was about to end, 
he was ministering to 65 
different units.

Kitchen
Member Arthur 

“Artie” Kitchen passed 
away March 15, 2019. He 
served as a Third Class 
Engineman (EN3) on-
board the USS Satyr ARL-
23 (05/70-03/71). Artie 
is survived by his wife of 
48 years, Joan, and three 
sons.

Doolan
Member SMSGT 

Charles “Chuck” At-
wood Doolan USAF (Ret) 

passed away June 30, 
2018. Charles served on 
the USS Blanco County 
LST-344 (09/66-09/67). 
Chuck is survived by his 
wife Janice.

Howe
Member Gerald 

(Jerry) L. Howe passed 
away August 14, 2014. 
Jerry served on the USS 
Nueces APB-40 (06/68-
07/69). You may contact 
his daughter Wendy Wen-
sits at wensits@1cloud.
com. “Jerry was a found-
ing Member of the MRFA. 
He was a good sailor and 
a good person who made 
himself available when it 
came to helping his fellow 
Veterans.” Albert Moore.

Johnson

Johnson
Member Bruce L. 

Johnson passed away 
August 31, 2018. Bruce 
served with C Co. 2nd 
Plat. 4th/47th Infantry 
(08/67-03/68). Bruce 
is survived by his wife 
Connie.

Your membership expiration date is printed on your 
River Currents just above your name and address.

Member Oscar David Tate passed 
away on January 24, 2024.  While 
in Vietnam he served with Alpha 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 47th Infantry, 
9th Infantry Division from February 
to June 1967.  David is survived by 
Diann, his wife of 54 years.

William R. Riley
Member William R. Riley passed 
away on September 10, 2024.  While 
in Vietnam he served with Charlie 
Company, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 
9th Infantry Division from January to 
June 1967.

David F. Williard
Member David F. Williard passed 
away on November 14, 2024.  While 
in Vietnam he served onboard the 
USS Vernon County (LST-1161) from 
January 1967 to January 1970.  David 
is survived by his wife JoAnn.

Duane Joseph Schinn

Member BMCM Duane Joseph Schinn 
(USN Ret.) passed away on December 
13, 2024 at the age of 90. He served 
during the Korean and Vietnam Wars.  
While in Vietnam he served with River 
Assault Squadron 11, River Assault 
Division 111 onboard Z-111-7 and 
M-111-2 from December 1967 to June 
1968.  Duane is survived by Gloria, his 
wife of 70 years.

Joseph Robert Blatnica

Member Joseph Robert Blatnica (LTC 
USA Ret.) passed away on March 27, 
2024.  While in Vietnam he served with 
Bravo Company, 9th Medical Battalion, 
9th Infantry Division from May 1968 
to May 1969.  Joe was predeceased by 
Geraldine “Geri”, his wife of several 
decades.

James Goepel

Member James Goepel passed away on 
December 12, 2024.  While in Vietnam 
he served with Alpha Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry 
Division from January to December 
1968.  James is survived by his wife 
Barbara of 52 years.

Send your questions, 
comments, 

or stories for 
River Currents to 

the Editor, at: 
terry.s8er@yahoo.com

Former member Ralph Fries  passed 
away on Tuesday, January 21st. He 
served with PBR River Sections 534 
and 535.  His Graveside service will 
be Friday, February 21st, 2025 at 2:00 
pm.  His Church will be Saturday, 
February 22nd, 2025 at 1:00 pm.  

March 26th – 10:30 AM board busses from LOEWS Coronado for US Navy Amphibious Base 
Coronado Vietnam Unit Memorial. 

March 26th -  11:00 AM Memorial Service at the Vietnam Unit Memorial Coronado wall. Buses will 
depart back to LOEWS Hotel at 1 PM. 

(Most people will either depart for home late on the 26th or on the 27th. More details of events and timing 
to follow.) 

We will have finger food in the Bayfront Room on the 24th and 26th around 5 PM. There is a concession 
on the USS Midway to obtain food and drink prior to the documentary. The MRFA will provide chits for 
you to obtain food and drink with your badge. 

If you are going to the USS Midway directly and not staying at the LOEWS, you are on your own for 
transportation. However, if you send a registration to attend the documentary, and you note that you are 
attending and going directly to the Midway, we will give you a badge at the Midway for all members 
completing the form. This badge is NOT good for transportation.  

With respect to the September reunion in St. Louis. You must have your form into us for free reunion 
attendance by April 1st. The reason for this is to make sure we have the necessary information for shirt 
sizes and other necessary info to make this a successful event.  

OK……. You have your homework to do now! Let’s make this great attendance at all the events.  

Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com 

(Insert San Diego Reunion Registration Form and  
St. Louis Reunion Registration Forms) 

     San Diego Weather!     
Climate and Average Weather Year-Round in San Diego California, United States

In San Diego, the summers are short, warm, arid, and clear and the winters are long, cool, and partly 
cloudy. Over the course of the year, the temperature typically varies from 50°F to 77°F and is rarely 
below 44°F or above 84°F.  The average temperature in San Diego, in March, is in near 60 degrees, with a 
high in the upper sixties and the low in the low to mid 50’s.  

(No Gear Locker Page, This Issue)

(Insert Quilts of ValorRequest Form)

************************************

 San Diego 
Weather!

Climate and Average Weath-
er Year-Round in San Diego 
California, United States

In San Diego, the summers are 
short, warm, arid, and clear 
and the winters are long, cool, 
and partly cloudy. Over the 
course of the year, the tem-
perature typically varies from 
50°F to 77°F and is rarely

below 44°F or above 84°F. 
The average temperature in 
San Diego, in March, is near 
60 degrees, with a high in the 
upper sixties and the low in 
the low to mid 50’s.

The dress code for the World 
Premiere of “The Mobile 
Riverine Force” documentary 
is optional. Dress up, or be 
comfortable! Some may want 
to wear their patch adorned 
vests or jackets, or wear a suit. 
Ladies and gentlemen are 
advised to pay attention to the 
weather, and dress accord-
ingly! Nighttime is cool, so 
sweaters or light jacket!
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In Memory Of
This section is for members who wish to 
sponsor the MRFA by placing a notice in 
memory of one of their fallen comrades.  
In some instances, the name of the 
sponsor will precede the name of the 
person who was KIA, or has passed on 
since Vietnam. It’s $25 for four issues. 

Wendell Affield, for Buddha Ed Thomas, 
Boat Captain Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69)
Ron Baker, In memory of BM2 William 
Comer KIA 2/68
Serena Barnes, for Michael Barnes 2nd 
Brigade 3rd/47th 9th Inf.
David Wilson 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, 
Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, 
Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, 
Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, 
and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Abn. 
KIA 08/23/69
Donut Dollie Emily Strange, by Bill Dabel  
C-1 3rd/39th
Orville “Lee” Daley, for Roger Valentine 
CSI USS Askari ARL 30 (1967-1968)
Robert Flaige, for SFC Fernando Quintero 
KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert “Bob” Jenks 
E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede, for BM1 Guy Dail, BM3 Johnny 
Maness, and SN David Flamburis, T-112-2, 
1967
Patrick Haggerty, in memory of CDR 
Charlie Cox,,CO RivDiv 111 (11/67 to 
11/68), and Capt. Jim Gautier, CO RivDiv 
11 (12/68-6/69)
Susan Hanmer, for SFC Michael Hanmer 
RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
Susan T. Henderson, for Ross D. 
Henderson, Gunner, USS Luzerne County 
LST-902 (2/70-12/71)
Gordon Hillesland, for Pat Lawson, NSA 
Dong Tam (67-68), Mike Mosey, NSA Dong 
Tam (67-68) and Joy Hurd (6/68)
Joe Hilliard, for Jim Schwan, from 
Wisconsin, and Buck Grant, from Alabama
Joe Hilliard, for Joe Benack, and Donald 
Hartzell
Bruce Jensen, in memory of Frederic 
Peers Webb, A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
J. R. Johnson, 3rd/47th 9th “Recon” 
(05/66-01/68), in memory of Walker, Gotch, 
Paredez, Nelson, Hayes, Howard, King, 
Twitchell, Spake, and Chesnoski.
Frank Jones, for SFC Michael Hanmer, 
RivRon 13, and 153 (07/69-02/71)
Frank Jones, For Arthur Delmar “Buck” 
Grant, RivRon 13/15 (07/69-07/70)
Jerry Lippincott, in memory of Freddie 
Tapper,  USN  IUWG-1
Adam Metts, for Donald L. Bruckart,  T-111-
2 KIA 3/31/69
A.R. “Monty” Montillo, in memory of John 
Sperry
Christopher Olsen, for Ralph 
Bigelow,T-131-8
Theodore and Anita Richter (Ralph’s 
sister), for Ralph Bigelow, RivRon 13 
T-131-8
Larry Ruebke, in memory of Alan Trucano
Dave Schell, in memory of SFC Mike 
Hanmer,  RivRon 13 & 153 (7/69-2/71)
John Smith, for Paull D. Jose, B Co., 3/60, 
KIA 11/01/68
Charlie Thompson, in Memory of Doyle E. 
Templeton,  2nd/39th  9th Inf.
Jim Towey, for Jack Steinman, who saved 
many lives, 5/14/69 thru his heroic actions. 
RIP Brother.
In memory of my Brothers, B Co. 2nd 39th 
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division

Letter From a Member’s Wife
Madeline B. Wollner

Before August 17,1968, I had no idea who James Parker Wollner was! However, one hour after he 
returned home to NJ, He changed my life forever!

I was at a rehearsal party for two college classmates’ wedding. Unbeknownst to me, the groom-to-be 
was a boyhood friend of Jim’s. The groom’s parents were hosting the dinner directly across the street 
from the place where the groom and assorted friends hung out. When the groom saw Jim, or “Tinker” 
as all his friends called him, was there. He summoned Jim to join the dinner. 

It turns out Jim had just arrived home from Vietnam, a few weeks early, due to a family emergency. 
He had spent an hour with his parents and then went to see his friends. The groom had no idea he was 
coming home early and was very apologetic for not inviting him to his wedding because he wasn’t 
supposed to be home yet. All the guests at the party had no idea who this tall, blonde, tanned guy 
was, and we were very interested to find out! That is when we found out he had just spent the past 11 
months in VIETNAM! After some conversation, the groom asked “Tinker” to come to his wedding 
the next day. Tinker responded that he wouldn’t know anyone there since most guests were the 
groom’s college friends. The groom said, “No problem, sit with Madeline, and you’ll know everyone 
in five minutes!” Well, Tinker did, and the rest was history, except he took one of the bridesmaids 
home!

Six months later, we were engaged and one year after that we were married.

We spent our honeymoon in Washington DC. Jim went back to school to complete his degree. 

Over the following 56 years I learned so much about Vietnam, and not only the weekly body count 
that was reported on the news.

Jim shared photos and slides he had from his time in the Army.He wrote poetry, some of which I 
shared with my students in Junior High Speech Classes. He was well known on campus because of 
his Veteran’s  status, and always stepped up to take a stand AGAINST any protests.

Jim planned a reunion of his platoon (the 2nd AIRBOAT PLT., 15th Eng. 9th INF. DIV.) on the 35th 
anniversary of the death of his Sgt. It was held in Washington DC. I saw men who hadn’t seen each 
other in 35 years embrace and engage in a moment! I heard stories that had never been shared before 
for fear that “others” just wouldn’t understand. (This helped me understand why my father had never 
shared any of his WWII experiences with us, as children, for how could we understand?)I saw photos 
of these “kids” all tanned, and fit, I even saw a video of the platoon in action with an amazing clip 
with Jim ! It was at this reunion I got an up close and personal look at what PTSD was, in all its faces! 

Since then, Jim has written a book about his time in Vietnam, THE BAMBOO SHOOT The Story of 
the 2nd Airboat Platoon, made Middle School, High School, College, and community presentations 
about his experiences.

Not only has he brought awareness of his platoon and the significance of the use of airboats in 
Vietnam, to the public forum, he has brought a part of US History to light to so many who have no 
idea of what it was all about!

My heart swells with pride whenever people stop and “thank him for his service” and he responds: “It 
was my privilege”. 

As a result of his service, Jim received a Purple Heart and multiple service-related disorders that have 
ranked him 100% disabled. But his disabilities have not stopped him from reaching out to fellow vets, 
or vets reaching out to him, and helping them gain access to Veterans Benefits. 

Vietnam may have beaten him up a bit, but it did not break him! It made him the man so many 
respect. as do I, and the man I love.

Madeline B. Wollner 
wife of: Cpl. James Wollner
2nd Airboat Plt. 15th Eng. BN., 9th Inf. Div.
Mekong Delta Vietnam 1967-68
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Edward R. Aldrich B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
Thomas Anathan USS Benewah APB-35 (08/67-08/68)
Jimmie J. Apel A Co. 4th/47th Inf and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Charlie and Georginia Ardinger T-151-11 (05/68-07/69)
Ed Arledge USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
John Armstrong HHC 3rd/47th Inf (04/66-01/68)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-11/67)
Ralph Bakle from Charles Sykes for a job well done
James Bandy USS Tutuila AARG-4 (03/69-10/70)
Stephen Benedict A Co 3rd/60th Inf (03/68-03/69) 
Tom Bergman USS White River LSMR-536 (07/66-07/68)
Richard Bittle USS Nueces APB-40 (06/68-04/69)
Robert B. Blair USS Clarion River LSMR-409 (1966-68)
Donald Blankenship A-111-3 and A-152-21 (02/69-02/70)
Patrick Boffa, RivDivs 552-535
MajGen Blackie Bolduc USA (Ret.) Cdr 3rd/47th Inf
Thomas R. Bogner A&C Cos 2nd/39th Inf. (02/68-01/69)
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
Donald P. Brosnan CSM 2nd Bde (06/68-06/69)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69) Gary Bruno 

USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71) 
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John Burger USS Page & USS Washoe 

County LST-1165 (01/68-01/69)
Robert Caldwell Jr. USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-02/67)
John and Pamela Carlin in honor of Erol Tuzcu
RADM William Carlson CO USS White River 

LSMR-536 (10/65-03/68)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Thomas Childress USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
John and Doris Chrzanowski A Co 4th/47th 

and B Co 6th/31st (03/69-03/70)
Mike Clark Medic 4th/39th 9th Inf. Div (1967)
Eldon L. Cobb RivRon 9 T-92-2 (12/66-02/68)
Ercil G. Comer, Jr. USS Monmouth County 

LST-1032 (05/69-06/70)
LTg Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Tony Day T-151-4 (06/68-06/69)
Frank De La Oliva Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) & 

Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)
William Duggan RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)

Paul Eastham T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott C Co. 2/60 (1976) 
Leon Edmiston B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (06/68-05/69)
Edith Ethridge Associate Member
Larry Gunner Ethridge USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)
Terrance Fetters HHQ 3rd/47th Inf (04/69-07/69)
Robert Flaige E Co 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68) 
Dennis Frank D Co. CMDR 3rd/60th Inf (07/68-07/69)
Bill Frede RivRon 11 T-112-2 (04/67-10/67)
Fred Frost E Co. 2nd/60th Inf (12/67-12/68)
Nan Fulton Associate Member
Richard Gallagher USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Capt James Gautier Co RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
Regina Gooden Associate Member
Harry Hahn RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood RivRon 15 T-52
Joseph Harper USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Richard Hawkins COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 

(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Leo Haynes RivDiv 594 PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Charles Heindel C-91-1 (11/67-12/68)
Wayne Higdon USS Satyr ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and 

Boat Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
Alan Hodgkinson A Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (01/68-08/69)
Kenneth Hogan RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-13 (02/69-09/69)
James Hoyer 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
MajGen Ira A. Hunt Jr. HHQ 9th Inf Div (05/68-07/69)
Alan G. Hyde 9th Signal (1966-67)
In honor of Albert Moore and all he has done for the MRFA
Truman Irving USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Bill Isetts RM2 USS Askari ARL-30 (07/66-08/67)
Francis Janssen B Co. 93rd Const Eng (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski C Co. 4th/47th Inf 9th Div (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 

2nd/47th Mech (09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
Duane Johnson 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones RivRon 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank B. Jones RivRon 15 T-48
Edward Jordan RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki B Co. 3rd/47th 

9th Inf (07/68-12/68)
Dane Keller RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) RivDiv 152 (09/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70) 
Larry Koltz Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 

117 Div 91 T 91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr. ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
James Lowe APL-26 (05/68-05/69
James Lukaszewski DC2 APL-30 (8/68-8/69)
Larry Lyons RivDiv 112 C-112-1 (1967-68)
Robert Marburger C Co. 2nd/60th Inf (11/68-11/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County 

LST-902 (6/69-7/69)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Rick Miller B-2 4th/39th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
MilSpec Tours Inc
Nickola Mitschkowetz BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Albert and Sara Moore USS Benewah (APB-35)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67) 
J. Russell and Alice Moore A-91-5 (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Roy and Lynn Moseman 4th/47th Inf
Naval Advisory Group
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
Nha Trang (1967-68 and 1970-71)
Jasper Northcutt B Co. 2nd/47th Mech Inf (11/66-05/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary T. O’Brien MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty LST-1157
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE (01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV
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John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV
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Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-
06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 
3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Robert Langston C Co 2nd Plt 2 
4th/47th 9th Division (10/68-07/69)
Art “Lash” LaRue   Zippo-3   RID-45  
Alpha-67 (1/70-1/71)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 
(06/70-05/71)
**Naval Advisory Group
Gary A. MacDonald A Co. 9th Signal 
BN (1/68-11/68)
James H. MacDonald, B Co. 3rd/60th 
Inf.(11/67-03/68)
LTC Frank Mallon  2nd/47th  9th Inf.
Michael A. Marquez A Co. 3rd Plt 
3rd/60th Inf (07/68-07/69)
Frank O. Martinolich A. Co 3rd/60th 9th 
Inf Div (03/68-03/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-
07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne 
County LST-902 (6/69-7/70)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf 
Div (09/68-07/69)
Kenneth McLean B Co. 4th/47th 
(11/68-01/69)
Stan Melton

Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
CDR David Miller, RAD112 (11/67-
12/68)
Nick Miller COS RivDiv 152 (07/68-
06/69)
Suzanne E. Miller, Westfield, IN
A. R. “Monti” Montillo B Co. 3rd/60th Inf 
(04/68-09/68)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 
(10/66-08/67)
Albert B. Moore, USS Benewah and 
IUWG-1 (04/67-04/70)
J. Russell and Alice Moore, T-91-5, 
(11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran   B Co 4th/47th Inf 
(11/67-10/68)
William Nesmith   9th Div. Artillery  3/69-
3/70
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35 
(4/70-2/71)
Maj Joseph D. Nichols III USA (Ret) 
CMDR C Co. 3rd/60th Inf. (02/67-10/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty 
(06/67-06/68)
Jim Oberlander B Co. 2nd/60th (3/70-
10/70)
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-
05/69)
Wayne S. Ortiz, B Co. 2nd Plt 3rd/60th 
(68-69)
Charles Ostrov, HHC 2nd/47th Mech 
Inf. (01/68-12/68)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff 

COMRIVFLOT ONE (01/68-12/68)
Anthony L. Perez, USS Iredell County 
LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-
06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips  D Co. 15th 
Combat Engineers  9th Inf. (8/68-6/69)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
Col. Henly “Ed” Reed   HHC 2nd/60th 
Infantry
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark 
AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Roger Rose   RAS 13   RivDiv 131   
A-2  T-3  T-10
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Billie Sanders Rivron 11 RAD 112 
T-112-1 & CCB-112-1 Vietnam1967 
plankowner
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf 
(01/69-08/69)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf 
(01/69-08/69)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf 
(01/69-08/69)
David J. Schell RivRoin 15 T-41 & T-48 
(07/69-07/70)
Louis L. “Lou” Schmidt, USS White 
River, LSMR-536 (3-03/68-03/70)
F. George Schuster LTJG USS Indra 
ARL-37 (1968-69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th 
Infantry (05/66-1/68)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 

(12/66-4/68)
Pete Seitz  USS Askari   ARL-30   3/67-
2/69
Bill Slover   XO USS Colleton  APB-36  
11/66-4/68
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69)
Walter H. Snow RivDiv15 CCB-151-1
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-
01/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf 
(12/68-6/69)
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. 
(02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-
06/69)
Jim Towey Co. B 2nd/60th Infantry 
(1068-08/69)
B Co 2nd/60th Air Mobile 9th Inf. 
(01/69-05/69)
Pedro Vasquez    Tango 111-4
GMGI Ricky Vice USN (Ret.) T-131-7 
(03/68-05/69) & NAG (01/71-06/72)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-0268)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr 
ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
BMCM Donald Wiita USN (Ret) T-111-
13 (03/67-02/68)
Jeffrey Withers
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34 
Arty (05/66-12/67)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-
39 (02/68-07/69)


